What floor surface do you need? If the butt is in a damp area where regular use
will churn a sea of mud you may consider utilising flat, stone flags or gravel for
flooring. But remember stone can become green and slippery. If there is grass
that needs tending - can this be done by sheep or do you need to exclude
animals? Do you need access to cut the grass? Traditional butts for shooting
usually have floor level below ground level.

You need to consider the entrance for humans but restricting access to cattle or

horses: a squeeze stile type of entrance may be your answer, some will also ‘
exclude sheep. An alternative is a wider entrance with a removable, central SHELTE R, TR

wooden post preventing larger animals from entering. o SHOOTING AN D wA.TC HI Né 3

You may consider inclusion of a
lunky hole to give gundogs more
direct sight/access or to allow
sheep easy passage for grazing
the butt. Sheep will also quickly
discover the shelter properties of
butts. If you have a large rabbit
population, they may keep the
grass down if a smoot or two are built into the structure.

The opportunities are endless and you will not regret taking the time and trouble
to design a butt to suit your needs and enhance your grounds for many years to
come.
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Butts for Shelter, Shooting and Watching

Background

The shooting butt was once a common sight on our moors, well built of stone,
topped with heather or turf, as much to protect gun barrels from damage as for
camouflage. Nowadays, you are more likely to find an unattractive combination
of pallets and string with cut heather for camouflage - not exactly what the
visitor expects to see.

Butts can be used for activities other than game shooting. Why not incorporate
one on a clay shooting ground as a special feature? You may think the genuine
article is “too expensive” but here are some ideas for enhancing your grounds.

In today’s economic world the best “bag” may not be all the paying gun seeks:
scenery, location, and above all else the ambience and “feel” can decide whether
they return for another day’s shooting.

If you have stone available why not use that natural material in its natural
location to provide something “extra” for your guests, be they friends or paying
visitors? Have you considered a butt as a focal point or to provide shelter for
visitors? It could also be used as an outside classroom.

Parkland open to the public is more accommodating with sheltered picnic spots;
moorland as well as other habitats need hides for bird watchers. The possibilities
are endless. Shown above is a butt with seating built in and paved.

Basic Necessities

The requirements for butts, whatever their use, are sound stone, firm ground to
build upon and a skilled dry stone waller or dyker. A rough rule-of-thumb
calculation for stone quantity is one tonne per linear metre of wall 1.3m high.
Allow extra for wastage when preparing cheekends, copes and throughstones, etc.

The shape is your choice: circular is perhaps more traditional; semi-circles;
“comma” style against an existing wall or dyke are pleasing and require less
stone; square, “H” and “L” shapes are also known. Curved walling gives a flow to
the eye. Shapes requiring corners need sound construction and plenty of
tie-stones particularly if cattle or horses are around as they will use outer
corners as rubbing posts.

The size varies depending on the use the butt will be put to; one gun and loader
do not need as much space a full family on a picnic! The height of the wall or
dyke would need careful consideration according to use: will the user be seated
or standing?

The topping of the wall requires careful thought: turf makes a soft cushion for
the barrel of a gun to rest upon, but it does need sufficient and regular rainfall;
heather turf also needs plenty of water. A traditional stone-clad topping may be
more suitable for a picnic shelter - but in areas of vandalism you will need heavy
copes, and perhaps well-concealed mortar.

If a butt is being constructed as a hide, you should consider the overall wall
height; the wall topping - would elbows holding binoculars rest on the top, or on
a ledge; would there be viewing holes around the butt? The number of people
who would be anticipated to use the hide simultaneously would determine the
overall size. Oblong or square may be more suitable if viewing is to be in a single
direction.

Careful thought is also needed for the inside of the butt. For bird-watching or
shooting, the inner face of the wall should be perpendicular with all the batter or
camber on the outer face. There is good reason for this: imagine standing
against the wall, if there is batter on the inner side your toes will touch the wall
but your arms will be well away from it!  An uncomfortable stance for watcher
or gun wishing to lean! Consider incorporating ledges with niches to hold
refreshments or cartridges out of the wet. There may need to be a stone seat for
a loader, and certainly stone seats built into the walls or the centre for butts
used as hides or picnic shelters.



