DSWA Education Project

Overview – Mark Making and Sketching

This lesson is designed to show children how to make detailed sketches, using mark-making, and Wainwright sketches as inspiration. 

Children should be shown a selection of Wainwright sketches featuring dry stone walls or buildings, and asked if they have seen anything like them before. Discuss the pictures – who might have drawn them and why. Encourage them to ask questions about them, then try to find answers. Explain who Wainwright was, and how he sketched his own pictures as maps and illustrations for guidebooks. 

Give the children small viewfinders (2x3cm, 3x3cm 1x4cm holes in small pieces of paper). Ask them to place on a sketch and look closely at the details they can see within. Talk about the shape of the marks that can be seen. They could try copying some of what they see, eg individual rocks, stones, boulders, using a small whiteboard and wipe off pen. 

Explain that they will practice making marks by using a worksheet where they will copy marks carefully, then make up more of their own. Explain that there is no right or wrong way to do this, but it is simply a way to use a pencil to create a variety of marks that can be used in different ways. 

When they have practised the mark making, there are options for a final piece of work. They can either copy a Wainwright sketch (or a part of it that interests them). Or they could make a photo featuring a wall, or walls, into a Wainwright style sketch – tracing paper could be used for less able, younger or less confident children. Finally, a whole class collaborative piece could be used. Each child is given a small part of a Wainwright picture and asked to scale it up onto an A6 piece of paper – they should also be given a co-ordinate for their piece. When finished these should be pieced together to make a large, whole-class Wainwright style picture.

Example of a Van Gogh style painting created this way:
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