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CSB 2009 COMMITTEE 
Hon President  Ian Dewar   01738 828187 
 
Chairman   Jim Grant      01821 640276 
    j.grant3@ukonline.co.uk 
 
Secretary   Kate Armstrong  01382 644910 
    kate@ellisarmstrong.wanadoo.co.uk 
 
Minutes Secretary  Stewart Hutt   01382  350360 
    Stewart@hutt757.fsnet.co.uk 
 
Treasurer   Peter Thomson  01738 621810 
    pete_lizthomson@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Publicity & Gazette  Wendy Lindsay  01738 710024 
Editor    dswa@dlpltd.com 
 
National Rep  Syd Mitchell   01575 574965 
    sydneymitchell@btinternet.com 
 
Members   Jean Gisbey   01821 650385 
    jeangisbey@btinternet.com 
 
    Alistair Grant  01337 857451 
    zlonik@btinternet.com 
     
    Norman Haddow  01764 653874 
    normanhaddow@hotmail.co.uk 
    www.wallswithoutmortar.blogspot.com  
 
    Billy McCallum  01241 871815  
    drystanedyking@fsmail.net 

Front cover picture of stonework  at Fowlis courtesy of Mij 
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Fowlis Orchard 
For info. See Kate’s Secretary’s report, page3. 
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First project 
 
I attended a weekend course weekend 20/21 September 2008 and 
thanks to Norman and the rest of the team we had a fantastic 
weekend and I couldn’t believe how much we achieved. So I came 
away from the weekend all fired up and eager to get started at 
home. I had come away with Fraser Sinclairs contact details and 
after a couple of emails we agreed a day when he would come to the 
farm where we live and take a look at the proposed project.  
 
As arranged Fraser arrived on Sunday 9th Nov in the morning and 
we had a chat and then decided to make a start. We only worked for 
about half a day but were pleased with the outcome.  
 
Day 2 was a couple of weeks later and we had intended to spend 
two whole days but the weather conspired against us and we had to 
abandon the second day due to snow. I figured you needed to be 
able to see the stones in order to build the wall! 
 
Day 3 was another two weeks on and we managed to spend all 
weekend working although I relied heavily on Fraser and my other 
half Ian to lift the heavy coping stones onto the wall. 
 
So 4 days, lots of aching muscles and sore backs and it’s finished. 
There is still some filling at the back to be done to build up the level 
and reduce the slope and also around the steps needs some cosmetic 
work but the ground has been very hard so I’m waiting for some 
slightly warmer weather.  
 
Ian and I are incredibly grateful to Fraser for his help, inspiration 
and hard work without which we couldn’t have achieved such a 
great result. It may not win any prizes but it has inspired me to do 
more and I’m looking forward to getting involved with projects 
around Fife to hone my skills.  
 

Gerry Whelan & Ian McDougall 
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Secretary's Report 
 
Welcome to new members   Eunice Harley, Bob McDonnell (welcome 
back), Graeme Millar, Natasha Morris and Vladislav Sheludko. We look 
forward to seeing you at many events. 
 
Please note a few alterations to your original programme and venues .  
One new item to note is the straight walling with one cheek end at 
Craigiehill Golf Course .  The stone here is whin – a fine challenge, 
and similar to that found at  
 
Rosyth.  This year Iain would like a seat as well as   a wall -  this is the 
year of the seat – maybe some  diligent photographer can work on a set 
of seat pictures?   Please bring own tools, and cameras for the blue-
bells.  
 
The Fairview School project   has been postponed until next year. Our 
part of it is a small fraction of  the whole big picture of the landscaping 
work, and there are delays beyond our control.  
 
For Cambo,  can members planning to practise please let me know well 
in advance –   if we have enough, we can build a seat, but a person to 
supervise will need arranged and that's easier if you give say 7 days' 
notice. As last year, soup and sandwiches are offered for lunch.  
 
Kirriemuir trainee Eric Drummond has solved a question that has been 
puzzling me for a while – where the very red sandstone seen in old 
buildings in the Abernyte/ Kinnaird area comes from. There were appar-
ently several small quarries  along the south side of the Sidlaws, and 
one near Kingoodie. One of these was re-opened to provide stone for 
the renovation of a mortared wall  following road works in the Carse. 
Thanks, Eric! 
 
We had a good turnout for the Fowlis event, (see Jim's photos pages 7 
& 8) in a very pretty garden, with dry weather, ample tea and coffee and 
home-made cake. On the Sunday we had more dykers present than 
were needed to cope the sloping wall, so what did we build for the 
Newby-Robsons with our extra capacity? Yes...  And thanks to Robert 
Thomson for his cheerful guidance; we learned a lot over the weekend. 
The wall, part-retaining, sloped down  steeply to a  grassy area along-
side a stream where Robert has built an arch. Some very old trees 
close to the wall restricted access a bit but we managed.  Parts of the 
original build were in good condition so these were left. There's plenty 
more walling available on this site for the future, and if we go back next 
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year we'll plan it for a little later – the pear blossom was out but the ap-
ples – Monarch, Oslin, Stirling Castle, Lass o Gowrie and many, many 
other heritage varieties – were not yet flowering.  William and Karen 
gave us a great welcome, and almost persuaded the sun to come out.  
 
Member Ron McGill tells me that Camserney  is a particularly pretty  
village with thatched cottages, an old mill with a stream, and some 
splendid walks in the area.   There is also a longhouse, 18th-19th cen-
tury build, which was a farm-worker's cottage until the 1950s.  Accom-
modation nearby: Culdees Bunkhouse at Fearnan, tel 01887 830519; 
various hotels, inns and B & B in the Aberfeldy area.  
 
 
The Bengali  poet  R. Tagore : Not hammer blows, but  the dance of 
the waves sings small stones into perfection.    
                 Something to think about as we tackle the larger rounded 
stones of Highland Perthshire later this year....  
 

Littleton Training Course  
  
The Littleton training course was held on the weekend of the 18-19th April 
at Littleton Farm on the Lindertis Estate Near Kiriemuir. This was a small 
course of only four participants, (Malcolm & Peter Dickson and Struan & 
Eric Drummond) which is unusual for this venue when we normally have 
around 12-16 on the courses. We have been running courses at Littleton 
for about five years where 
the stone is tending towards 
the red sandstone of the 
Airlie-Kirriemuir Area. 
Although the course itself 
was small we had five 
members out on the Satur-
day, namely (John Dobson, 
Anne Gammack, Sue 
Moodie, Billy Cunningham 
&  Vladislav Sheludko a 
young Lithuanian who has 
just joined us, John and 
Vladislav also managed to 
practice on the Sunday. 
 
The four course participants were very keen and after the health and 
safety briefing got tore into clearing the site and preparing the trench for 
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rebuilding. Due to a lack of stone at this section we had to move stone 
up a few yards as we required it. Each participant had two metres sin-
gle sided and set up a good foundation and laboured on well to be at 
the throughbands by lunchtime. The afternoon also went very well and I 
was very pleasantly surprised that by the end of the day we had 
reached the stage up to under the copestones. The members practicing 
also had two metres and we got these up to cope height as well. 
 
Sunday started a gloriously sunny day with a brilliantly clear blue sky 
and nice and warm. Having got so far the previous day it only left us 
with the copes to fit. We brought a trailer load of copes up to the wall 
and had them in place and pinned by morning break. A good eight me-
tres of wall completed in very good time. 
After the break all six of us moved down to the wall on the hill were it all 

started on this site to tackle a water smoot that was crumbling. The wa-
ter smoot consisted of two small lengths of tree trunks which were now 
beginning to rot and would soon collapse.  
I have been looking forward to repairing this section for five years. Well 
it was worth waiting for, the four lads, John & Vladislav made short 
work of stripping out the water smoot which enabled us to start rebuild-
ing before lunch. 
Some correction of the foundation work was required and building up of 
the piers either side of the burn. At this stage just after lunch we used 
my trailer to bring in the two long stones, 1 metre and 1.3 metres in 
length. The gap in the centre was filled and the rebuilding of the tee 
shaped wall was quickly tackled and by end of play the water smoot 
was complete and the wall restored. A great and interesting job very 
well done. 


