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Cymdeithas Codi Waliau Sychion 

Cangen Gogledd Cymru 
North Wales Branch 

Dry Stone Walling Association 
Registered as a Charity No. 1040299 

 

Ed. - “The Year Ahead” 
You have probably noticed that this edition of Stonechat is a little late. This is primarily duo to 

the time it has taken me to produce our “Review of 1991”. This book will be our submission for the 
“Branch of the Year competition”, and a useful aid at shows and for fund-raising. A copy will also 
be available at Branch Meetings should anyone wish to see it. 

 
Instead of my usual waffle in this column I thought I would reproduce the last section of the 

Review - “The Year Ahead” by way of an editorial. 
 
 
1994 was a year of tremendous advances for the North Wales Branch developing on the firm 

foundations the committee had laid in 1993. As the Branch develops, so new challenges arise but 
we must take care not to over-stretch our resource both physical and fiscal, 

 
One major challenge facing the Branch over the next twelve months is going to be consolidating 

and expanding its membership base. In order to continue its expansion and meet the projects in 
hand more members need to be involved in the Branch and its activities. A larger membership 
would help in this, whilst an increase in less active membership would also consolidate our ‘power-
base' when dealing with other bodies. 

 
Training remains an area of potentially exciting development. 1995 will see the return of our 

week long course for the Snowdonia National Park Study Centre - last run in 1992, and links with 
ATBLandbase, Gwynedd County Council and the potential of European funding are an exciting 
prospect. 

 
The development of a portable display and a slide bank provide scope for a greatly increased 

presence at agricultural shows and other events and should prove an invaluable aid in the 
presentation of the Branch as a well organised ‘professional’ body. We like to think that the Branch 
has already experienced increased respect from the public and other organisations through its 
relatively high media profile and the production of “Stonechat", and the development of the public 
relations’ side of its work is perhaps the key to future success. 

 
Funding remains a problem, all of the Branches key projects require considerable amounts of 

money and whilst grant aiding can be reasonably expected for all of these this will always have to 
be matched pound for pound from Branch funds. Without increased funding development of the 
Branch and the full realisation of its potential role is likely to be severely hamstrung. 

 
In many respects the Branch is merely scratching at the sur face of what it could achieve with 

the future full of un-tapped potential. Yet the Branch must also ho careful as the committee is 
stretched to the limit by its workload.  As important, if not more so, as the need to develop further 
is the need to consolidate on its work to date, to provide an even firmer base for future 
development. 

 
Sean. 

 

FROM THE CHAIR   
 
Happy New Year to all our readers (as they say in all the best magazines!) 
 
 

I hope you have all had an enjoyable holiday and are looking forward to a bright and 
prosperous New Year. In fact it is so bright here at the moment, with snow covered fickle 
stretching to Snowdon’s glorious peaks, that it has prompted me to sit down and produce my 
overdue piece fox Sean! My lethargy always seems to peak at about this time of year - it must be 
all that eating, drinking and watching the telly that does it! - and I’d forgotten how hard it is to get 
into work mode again. 

 
 

Photo © S.Adcock 



The committee are planning a busy programme for the coming year, with more training days, 
practice meets, competitions and representation at shows. Don’t forget that we are always 
pleased to have help at these events, so if you see one near you please give one of the 
committee a call if you can man a table - or just pop in to say hello if you’re passing. 
 

Unfortunately Arwel Huws has had to resign from the committee due to personal commitments, 
so we have asked Maggy Scott to lend a hand until the AGM. Talking of which, please note that 
this is at the Tanronnen Hotel. Beddgelert at 7.3Opm on 1st Februarv. There will he short reports 
on last year’s work, election of officer’s etc. and then Phil Clark - author of our ‘Letters from South 
Wales’ will be giving us a slide show and talk on "A celebration of stone”. 
 

I have just received/am eagerly awaiting the delivery of our portable display boards, and Sean 
has started to produce the display material - he tells me he would like even more photos and 
slides please. This project is 50% grant aided by Countryside Council of Wales, who have also 
offered us grants for pamphlets and other publicity display material. We are desperate for funds to 
match their grant part of which lapses at the end of March. Can you help? Do you own or run a 
firm which could give a sum in return for accredItation and publicity. Do you work for, or have any 
contacts with firms which might be able to help? Sean has packs giving more details explaining 
what we can offer depending on the level of funding (Know anyone who’s won the lottery -ed?). 
Up to know the committee have been tackling this, but I think it is something that all our members 
could give some thought to. 
 
 

Finally - with my Hon.Treasurer’s hat on, might I remind those of you who joined paid 
subscriptions before September that your 1995 subscriptions are now due. We’ll take Visa, 
Access, Diners, American Express sir... Sorry, got carried away. Too much shopping just before 
Christmas!!! But we will take your National sub along with ours - currently £5 although this will rise 
to £6 from 1st. April - so if you renew 9uickly s-cu could save some money and help towards our 
needs outlined in the previous paragraph (this is before Don’s seen the bill for the display photos. 
ed). Hand it in to any committee member, or send it direct to me and I’ll pass the National subs on. 
 

I think that is about it for now, so it only remains for me to say that I look forward to meeting you 
in the coming year. Best wishes to you all. 
 
Don Eland. 
 
 
 

LETTER FROM SOUTH WALES. 
 
Most South Wales Branch Professionals are an elderly lot - not because we’ve been at it for 

many years, but because most at us came into the craft rather late. At a recent meeting everyone 
present felt critical of the time: amount factor in the Master Craftsman (ertification Test - and 
subsequently our - started at age 15 and never stopped - Master craftsman agreed. The DSWA 
Management Committee had already set up a sub-committee to consider the certificat ion 
scheme, and so we have sent them a memo saving we feel the present requirements put at a 
disadvantage: 
 - older candidates 
 - people who do not take easily to pressurised circumstances 
 - people who are by nature painstakingly slow workers. 
 

 
 
We believe that it is reasonable that competition conditions should put such people at a 

disadvantage; but Master Craftsman status is not shout competition standards. It is about the 
standard required and produced in working on jobs for clients. 

In some, perhaps most, parts of walling Britain, speed is all important because clients expect it  
 
 

and pay is low. Normally we’re lucky in both respects in South Wales - clients are generally more 
concerned with standards than with speed, and seem prepared to pay higher rates than in other 
areas. 
 

***************** 
 
What were my personal highlights of the year wall-w ise? 
 
 I was thrilled when Andrew Williams and I found hibernating newts just waking up before Faster 
in a previously mortared wall Andrew was rebuilding in Pontypool Park - three winters ago there 
were tiny lizards hibernating in a churchyard wall I was working on in Radnorshire. 
 
  Later in the year I found myself working on several farms in the general area of Builth Wells - 
this was a new departure and welcome because it made commuting to work a good deal more 
restful than going on the Hate roads to the south. Getting to one farm involved driving along a 
ridge which offered a prospect of all Radnor and most of Brecknock! There is some extremely hard 
metamorphic stone in that area - dolerite, or to use the jolly language of “British Regional Geology 
- South Wales". ‘chiefly porphyritic dolerites containing albitized feldspars and pseudomorphs after 
olivine’. Would you know an ‘albitized feldspar’ if it came out at you from behind a wall? Pseudo 
some of their morphs might be. but these ‘basic intrusive rocks’ did a good job intruding into the 
horridly fragile shale of mid Wales, and make for tough, chunky, random coursed walls It’s all the 
long distance result - a geologist told our Branch some years ago - of volcanoes erupting under 
the deep silurian seas. How did they know 330 million years ago that that was just the ticket for 
today? 
 
Philip Clark. 
 
 

MASTER CLASS 
 
So far we have spent a considerable amount of time looking at foundations and how to deal 

with stones which haven’t quite read the rule book. Over the next few articles we will be looking at 
different types of stone and the approaches needed when using them and the subtle differences 
required to build a good wall out of them. Before I attempt this however it seems sensible to look 
at the basic principles involved in building the main body of the wall itself and how some of the 
basic lessons from tihe articles on foundations can be applied here. 
 
 
7 simple principles can be identified. 
 
 
1) One stone or’ two, and two stones on one. 
2) Run the length of a stone into the wall. 
3) Make sure tie stone sits solidly, 
4) Make sure each stone is touching its neighbour. 
5) Use larger stones in the bottom of the wall. 
6) Keep the wall an even height along its length and across its width. 
7) Keep your hearting up. 
 
 
(1) 1 on 2, 2 on 1 

 
Anyone who has been on a training course or has read a basic instruction booklet will know that 

the first rule is to cover all joints - “one on two and two on one’. It still amazes me at how often this 
simple factor is forgotten when people actually gel to building tie wall. Occasionally it is at-cop 
table -or so we are told to have a ‘two stone’ joint as long as the stones are still 1 on 2. This may 
be depends on what you see as occasional to me occasional means once in a blue moon. 

 
 



When you are first starting out trying to remember and apply all the factors to each stone 
especial!;’ when the;’ are a ridiculous shape and refusing to co-operate - is not easy. As such 
these double joints are perhaps not surprising, but even at this stage they should not be allowed 
to develop into t’unning joints. One of the keys - frequently neglected by one and all iS to stand 
back and have a good look at the wall so that you can notice these joints before they develop too 
far. 

 
 Just to complicate matters further we have virtual joints, caused by stones which only just sit on 
their neighbours. To all intents and purposes these are running joints as the stones do not really 
overlap sufficiently to hold each other in the wall, they might as well not overlap at all. 
 
 
(2) Run stones into the wall. 
 

If a stone is run with its length into the wall it will he far harder to displace than a stone which is 
run with its length along the wall (“traced”). Almost any wall will settle in time, most will attempt to 
bulge. the fewer traced stones there are the longer it will be before it collapses - if at all. 
 
In Foundations part 1 we saw that sometimes we might need to trace a stone. This might he 
because it is so long that it would otherwise project from the wall (only true in areas where 
throughs do not project) or it’s too short to make a throughstone but would be too problematic to 
build around on the opposite side of the wall. The basic techniques for dealing with this were dealt 
with in inundations part 1, and will he re-iterated in greater detail when we discuss building with 
slate where traced stones are normally un-avoidable. Here it will suffice to identify a few sub 
principles’ to cover the eventuality that a stone will be traced. 

(a) Do not trace two stones next to each other 
(b) Utilise the space opposite the traced stone to the full 
(c) Do not trace one stone on lop of another. 

 
 
(3) Make sure the stone sits solidly. 
 

The major difference between constructing foundations and building the rest of the wall is that 
foundations (normally) sit on earth which can he sculpted to fit it the stone rocks. Beyond this 
problem the remaining principles involved are essentially the same. The key to enabling stones to 
sit solidly is to build the wall in such a way that it will readily accommodate the next building stone, 
that comes with doing. experience and not the written word - although I will attempt to give some 
pointers when we deal with different rock types. 
 

There are still however some points which can be made now. When you place a stone you will 
almost inevitably be able to tip it off the wall - if you apply enough force, the key - if it doesn’t sit 
without arty wobbles from the word go is to tip it until you reach a point of balance,, that is where it 
wants to sit.  You then apply your wedge and hey presto it’s solid. 
 
 
 
 
 

Principle 3(a) Only one wedge will do. 
 
This conveniently brings us to wedges. Some of the problems of over wedging were dealt with in 

foundations 1 and 2. Time for another ‘sub-principle - only one wedge will do, Imagine a chair with 
a wobbly leg, you cut a bit off, it still wobbles so you have to cut a hit off another leg, it still wobbles 
so.... I’m sure we all know some such comedy sketch; however the same is essentially true of 
wedging. If after the careful application of one wedge the stone is not solid it is either he wrong 
shaped/sized wedge or the wrong building stone in the first place. Only when the stone is solid 
held by one wedge do you wedge/ pin all the other nooks and crannies behind it. 

 
 

(4) Make sure each stone is touching its neighbour 
 
This has been dealt with sufficiently in foundations 1 and also in foundations 2 where we looked 

at triangular shapes. Just remember it doesn’t only mean at the face of the wall its along as much 
of the side of the stone inside the wall as possible 

A wail without a ‘tight’ face (i.e. absence of gaps) will have more scope for movement - and 
hence collapse, during settlement. 

 
 

(5) Use larger stones in the bottom of the wall. 
 
There are a number of good reasons for placing the larger stone in the base of the wall. The first 

is that the larger stones are heavier and hence less effort is expended! 
Secondly theoretically larger stones are less stable near the lop of the wall, a technical argument 

I don’t want to dwell on! 
Thirdly you are unlikely to have suitable stones to use only two stones alongside them to gain 

enough height for the next ‘course’ (see foundations 1). 
Finally. and most important, walls are wider at their base than near the top it follows that the 

larger stones should be placed where there is the most space to build solidly on the opposite of 
the wall. Place large stones high up and you can only build a skin opposite them. 

 
 

(6) Keep the wall an even height along its length a nd across its width. 
 

Experience would suggest that those used to building random wails take to coursed walling far 
less readily than coursed wallers take to building random. This I would suggest is due primarily to 
technique, in that coursed walling forces you to build the wall evenly progressing along the wall 
before you gain any height 

This is just as important for random walling; it ensures a well structured wall with the larger 
stones lower down and helps you to ensure a tight face with all the stones crossing joints. 

If you do not progress essentially in a sequence, placing one stone next to another you are fo~ 
ever filling in gaps between stones and they do not always fit as tightly as they might. 

With random walling you do not have to proceed in such a structured way; you can build up as 
well as along, but it does lead to problems and a less well built wall. 
 
 
(7) Keep your hearting up. 
 

Hearting is a frequently neglected aspect or wall building - “out of sight out of mind’. 
Hearting should always be placed in the wall rather than thrown, using as large a stone as is 
possible to fill any voids, with smaller stone then placed around these. With hearting you always 
work from the outside to the middle, that is tightly filling any gaps immediately around the building 
stones before filling the larger voids at the centre of the wall. This is particularly important, we 
have seen that the stones should butt together tightly (principle 4) and of course we all know that 
inattended by elected Branch representatives to deal with DSWA business etc. They are 
interesting in so far as one can see what the DSWA are doing at the National level and also what 
is going on amongst the oilier Branches. I can assure you that this Branch has to be in the top 6 
as far as activities/events go, as well as the various projects we are involved in. Many Branches 
do not produce any form of newsletter, preferring to use ‘Wailer and Dyker” to pass on information  



practice this doesn’t happen every time. When it doesn’t the next best thing is to fill the gap with a 
as near perfectly shaped piece of hearting as is possible. 

 Ideally you build the hearting 
keeping it as level and is tight as 
possible, just as for the rest of the 
wall. It should not be treated as an 
afterthought, loose hearting with lots 
of voids seriously weakens a wall, it 
settles very quickly compared to the 
rest of the wail, large voids appear, 
there is nothing to stop wedges 
coming out of place, and the wall will 

collapse. 
 
Well that’s it for this issue, nothing to it really Perhaps the key to becoming a good waIler is a 
good memory! Next time we’ll have a look at what to do with some specific rock types, and 
hopefully I’ll remember to incorporate something about coping and throughstones. 
Sean Adcock 

 
 

BIRDS OF PREY - Part 2 
The hen harrier has its Welsh stronghold in the 

North, although there are now only around 20 pairs 
nesting in Wales. It almost invariably nests in deep 
heather err our larger remaining areas of moorland, 
moving from the uplands after its breeding season to 
lower ground; bogs, marshes and estuaries being 
favoured wintering haunts. They quite often roost 
communally in winter. 
 

Both the dove grey, black wing-tipped male and the larger, streaky brown,, female have white 
rumps. They hunt b flying quite low, their fairly long, slender wings, held in a shallow ‘v’ as they 
sail back and forth over the ground ("quartering") steered by a longish tail’ looking for their small 
bird and mammal prey. Males sometimes have more spectacular, sky-dancing display flight. 
 

Probably one of the most secretive of our 
diurnal birds of prey is the goshawk, which has 
been increasing in numbers in recent years. It 
tends to favour more mature woodlands, with 
wider spacing between the trees than is 
preferred by its smaller relative the 
sparrowhawk (below). 

 
Females can be as large as a buzzard, hut 

the males are generally much smaller. Both 
sexes have grey-brown upper parts and barred, whitish, underparts; the wings are bluntish and 
broad, though proportionately longer than the sparrowhawk’s and the tail is longish. 
 

A wide variety of both birds and mammals, (including black grouse and red squirrels!), are 
taken as prey (i.e. olive rather than dead carrion. ed.), mainly by surprise attack following a swift, 
agile, low, hunting flight. Though nesting in woodlands, they hunt both in this habitat and over 
open ground. Perhaps as many as 150 pairs now nest in Wales. 

 
 

The sparrrowhawk is a widespread bird, generally common throughout Wales, which preysalmost 
entirely on small birds caught in flight, in a manner similar to that of the goshawk.  Female 
 
 
 

sparrowhawks can be as large as the smallest 
goshawks, which often leads to confusion. As with the 
goshawk the male is much smaller. 

 
While females are not dissimilar in plumage to the 

goshawk. male sparrowhawks are a darkish, slate blue 
above and rufous below. The wings are fairly short, 
broad and rounded; the tail long and square cornered - 
ideal for maximum agility. 

 
Their most favoured haunts are woodlands arid adjacent hedged farmland, although they will 

hunt in almost any habitat ‘ including uplands and estuaries. They are fearless when in pursuit, 
often chasing birds in gardens - sometimes even banging into windows they are so focused on 
their next meal! 
 

Nearly all the birds of prey in Wales suffer from persecution to a greater or lesser degree. 
Poison baits are put down, probably mainly to kill foxes and crows, by thoughtless land-owners or 
their agents. Unfortunately such an indiscriminate control method often has disastrous results for 
our pets and wildlife, including our rarest birds of prey, such as red kites. On certain moors hen 
harriers are sometimes persecuted for taking a relatively small number of young grouse. The 
same thing happens to other raptors on more generalised shooting estates. 
 

Peregrines suffer. in some pairs of their Welsh range, at the hands of unscrupulous people -. 
possibly linked to pigeon racing. A female peregrine was actually shot on the nest at the RSPB’s 
reserve at South Stack a year or so ago! 
 

The vast majority of land-owners, farmers, game-keepers and pigeon fanciers are very 
responsible people, quite ready to accept a certain level of bird prey impact on their chosen 
interest and continue to act entirety within the law. But, the pressure on birds of prey doesn’t stop 
with poison or the gun. Thieves still take eggs for collections and every year attempts are made to 
rob Welsh kites and peregrines. The peregrine also suffers from egg and chick theft for the illegal 
falconry trade. The number of people willing to flout the law might be very small, but it causes a lot 
of harm to some of our most spectacular birds and other creatures., in some cases endangering 
their population. 
 

Any record, particularly of the less common raptors would be worth recording. The RSPB Wales 
Office (Bryn Aderyn, Tire Bank, Newtown, Powys, SY16 2AB - tel. 0686 626678 - would be best 
placed to advise you of who the most appropriate person to send your records to. Any confirmed 
incidents of acts breaking any wildlife legislation should be reported to the police straight away - 
the RSPB would be interested to learn of any such incidents involving birds particularly those that 
are specially protected. 
 

Dave Elliot, Conwy RSPB Nature Reserve 
 
 

CERRIG COMPETITION 
 
Our competition bandwagon rolled onto the Cerrig Show field once more for our annual 

competition which was once again the penultimate leg of the DSWA Grand Prix. 
 

We attracted 28 competitors on the day, a much lower figure than previous year’s. However 
competitor numbers appear to have been down generally around Britain and it was the highest 
entry in the year’s 6 North Walian competitions. 
 

The morning of the event was a little unsettled, but it did brighten later and we attracted a great 
deal of interest, particularly as the wall we were using this year was right alongside the main stock 
pens rather than out on a limb as it had been in recent years. 

 
Our major sponsor for the second year running was the Welsh Water Authority who brought 



their display trailer along for our use. Their Divisional Publicity Officer. David Morris presented the 
prizes 

 
 
RESULTS 
Professional      Amateur  
 
1. Steven Allen (Cumbria)    1. Jason Wilton (Derbyshire) 
2. Sean Adcock (Penisarwaun)*   2. Thomas Barnes (Cumbria) 
3. Gordon Wilton (Derbyshire)    3. Edward Wailer (Cumbria) 
4. Alan Jones (Pentrefoelas)*     4. Haydn Emmett (Derbyshire) 
5. Trevor Wragg (Derbyshire)     5. Thomas Rowlards (Amlwch) 
6. Kevin Milburn (Northumberland)    6. (Paul Wilkinson(Derbyshire)  
  (9 in class)      (15 in class) 
 
Novice      Special Prizes  
 
 
1.Chris Parry (Cemaes Bay  Best Welsh Based Waller : Sean Adcock (Penisarwaun)* 
2.Andy Harding (Bangor)*  Best North Wales Amateur : Thomas Rowlands (Amlwch) 
3.Libby Herod (Rangor)*   Best Wailer from Snowdonia National Park: 
4.Matthew Firth (Rhuthin)*  Kevin Stringer (Betws y Coed)* 
          (4 in class)   Best WaIler aged under 21 : Jason Wilton (Derbyshire) 

Best Trainee: Chris Parry (Amlwch) 
      Best Volunteer: Andy Harding (Bangor)* 
*Denotes Branch Member 
 

Local judges were Gareth Pritchard, Penmaenmawr and Arthur Hughes, Beddgelert. They were 
joined by Paul Webley and Vic Hollings from Yorkshire, and Paul Home from Brecon. 
 

Congratulations to all competitors for building a nice stretch of wall. Special thanks to our army 
of helpers almost more than there were competitors ‘at one stage! These included Gareth’s wife 
loan and their son and daughter, Ann Eland and her ‘entourage’, Bob and Mrs Freeman -who 
manned the display stand all day (and sold about £30 worth of goods, and Neville Tones who 
stewarded the professionals Not to mention all those on the committee who helped in advance 
and on the day, with Arwel and Sean once again competing. 
 

We recently put in a bid for next year’s competition to be the venue for the DSWA’s Grand Prix 
Final.  We’ve just heard that our hid was successful, so next year we will be looking for a bigger 
team to help out.  Planning is already under way, watch this space. 
 
Tim Roberts. 
 
 

COMPETITION  ROUND-UP 
Branch member and Master Craftsman Alan Jones competed in the Grand Frix this year with 
some notable successes, and should be congratulated for his runners-up spot at the Pennine 
Competition, third place in the Cotswolds, and fourth place in Cheshire. Sean Adcock also 
represented the Branch at the South Wales Competition where he just beat Mike Davis - a well-
known visitor from the South and winner of our Amateur class at Cerrig in 1993 - to win the 
Professional Class 
 

The Branch was once again well represented at the Fflintshire Farmers Ploughing Society 
competition organised by Branch member Dewi Uoyd Jones, and at a one off competition at Bala 
organised by DSWA member Robert Jones. 

 
 
 

 

FFLINTSHIRE COMPETITION RESULT 
Professional & Semi Professional   Amateur & Novice 
1. S. Adcock (Penisarwaun)*    1. R.Tomlinson (Trefnant) 
2. A. Jones (Dinmael)*    2. G.Williams (Bethesda) 
3. G. Williams (Bethesda)    3. T.Rowlands (Amiwch) 
4.A.Huws (Rhuthin)      4. R.Rickard (Dinbych) 

Best Waller aged under 21 - M.Firth* 
 
BALA COMPETITION RESULT 
Professional  Amateur        Novice 
1. G. Roberts  1.  E. Rowlands (Bala)      1.  C.Parry (Anglesey) 
2. R. Evans (Bala)  2.  E. Edwards (Llanuwchllyn)      2. A.Harding (Bangor)* 
3. A. Jones (Pentrefoelas)* J3. E. Evans (Anglesey)      3. W.J.Williams (Borth) 
     J3. F. Packman (Betws y Coed) 
 
*Denotes Branch Member 

 

 
BOOK REVIEW  
Old Farm Buildings, N.Harvey, Shire Album 10 
Buildings in the Yorkshire Dales, A.Raistrick, Dalesman, 
 

One day I might be asked to review a good book, or even an interesting.” stimulating one. I live 
in hope. Unfortunately neither of these books are. I am actually quite interested in agricultural 
buildings, so I was at least able to read them and learn something. 
 
 

“Old Farm Buildings” contains some very interesting photographs and the short text charts the 
changing styles of agricultural buildings over the centuries in relation to the changing needs of 
farmers and in particular technological developments. It does not contain any information 
specifically on stonework, so is probably of limited interest to stonemasons and wallers. I notice 
that Shire Books have done a book on Dry Stone Walling - so perhaps I was given the wrong one 
to review!? 
 
 

“Buildings in the Yorkshire Dales who built them. when and how?”  is a more informative book. 
It mainly covers the stone buildings of the Dales. including castles, monasteries, churches, manor 
houses and humble barns and cottages. It discusses in (excruciatingly perhaps) detail, the 
minutiae of the contracts involved in building some of the first castles in the area. Much like his 
book on Yorkshire ‘Walls (July Stonechat) it is a bit keen on this sort of detail throughout. 

 
 
There are however some interesting facts to be gleaned from amongst the general detail if you 

are persistent! Apparently the early Englishmen were not that keen on stonework (unless it was for 
the purposes of worship) and built little more than circles of rough foundations for their wooden 
huts. The Romans came, bringing their masons, and left - it would seem - without encouraging the 
locals to take up the craft. There was no ‘proper’ stonework undertaken in the Dales until the next 
invasion came in 1066. 

 
The Normans at first tried building wooden castles,. but found that marauding Scottish raiding 

parties derived much pleasure from burning them down (does pyromania run in the Celtic blood??) 
It was then that stonework really got under way it England - the French invaders didn’t feel very 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Incidentally, I don’t know anything about the history of Welsh stonework in this period, but I do 
know that the original inhabitants of the Shetland Isles were busy building dry stone forts 
(‘Brocks”) from as early as the 5th and 6th centuries (I raise you our very own iron age hill fort 
Trei’r Ceiri on Yr Eifl - Ed.) 
  

However I digress. The book goes on to cover stone buildings right up to the nineteenth century 
and contains some interesting information about the geological variations in the Dales and how 
they have affected the architecture of the region. 
 

This is by far the better of the two books, but I felt it was too heavy on petty detail to appeal to all 
but the most ardent student of arch itectural history. 
 
 

Can I have some interesting books to review, please… 
 

lain Richardson 
 
 
Any ideas? I’ve only one left in my collection, there must be more out there, please let me know. 
Ed. 

 

WALLING MARATHON 
 
Last August we ran a charity walling marathon in aid of the North Wales Wildlife Trust, 

Pensychnant Foundation and ourselves We decided on a joint event to raise credibility, arid this 
seemed to work, with the event receiving good media coverage. 
 

We had hoped for a reasonable level of corporate sponsorship and sent out what seemed to be 
endless information packs, which produced nothing beyond rejection letters. There at times 
seemed in endless stream of these dropping on my (metaphorical) doormat, some of them even 
seemed genuine! The direct approach fared a little better with Gareth securing Q00 from Laing for 
which we were very grateful. Minor sponsorship was also secured from Penrhos Tool Hire who 
provided the lighting equipment at a very favourable rate and from branch member Bob Borzeljo 
(Camden Graphics). Sponsorship raised by members exceeded expectations and all told the 
event raised £720.68 which after costs left £531.39 to split between ourselves and the Wildlife 
Trust, with the Pensychnant Foundation benefiting to the tune of 70m2  of wall. 
 

Various branch members worked in shifts around the clock to rebuild the wall supplemented by 
trainees on a course instructed by Gareth Members of the Wildlife Trust and Pensychnant 
Foundation provided back-up and a stomach felt thanks to all concerned for their gastronomic 
largesse. 
 

One of the most pleasing aspects of the weekend was the support from Branch members in 
building the wail and stewarding the event. Thanks Don,, Keith, Phil, lain, Alaw, Terry, Paul, 
Gareth Joan and family, Andy, Bob & wife, Neviile & wife - and apologies to anyone who has 
escaped my memory. 
 

Back to media coverage. The BBC actually turned up and filmed us for ‘Wales Today’ 
unfortunately covering about 10 seconds of Linford Christie’s life was deemed more important by 
the programme schedulers and the news was cut to 10 minutes and we missed out. The “Daily 
Post” gave us a good colour spread although the headline “Craftsman left in dark as charity 
marathon is abandoned” was a little disconcerting. Okay so first one generator did fail and so did 
the back-up -ever tried fumbling around in woodland at 1 in the morning, undoing spark plugs, 
filling petrol tanks, swearing - don’t bother! Even so we only lost 4 hours and we made up for lot at 
the end. I at least was glad for the break, and all credit to the Daily Post they did publish a letter 
correcting the false impression the headline gave, and the mistakes in the amount raised and 
quantity of wall rebuilt.  The coverage in the North Wales Weekly News was marginally more 
accurate, although the 

 

mis-quotes are either alarming or amusing depending on your point of view “I don’t think the 
association will last much longer....’ No-one admits to saying it (or believes it of course), perhaps 
tiredness does funny things to the brain cells. 
 

 
Volunteer Don Eland at work on the wall 

 
North Wales Weekly News 11.8.94 

 
Strangely sitting in the pub at the end of it all, everyone agreed that it had been a great 

experience, enjoyable camaraderie, good public response, and worth repeating. What was it about 
sleep and brain cells. 
 

Seriously, we had a great time and learnt many valuable lessons for organising future 
extravaganza. I for my part learnt that working 40 hours in one weekend might possibly he applied 
to earning lots of money if I was to attempt it as a contractor except for the fact that it leaves you 
wrecked for the next week - or two. 
 

Sean 
 
 

 

DSWA AGM 
Don Gareth and I travelled North to Carnforth in Cumbria for the AGM on 15th Octnber. The 

three of us were attired in our Branch sweat-shirts, which made a great impression and created 
some interest. 

 
The AGM is preceded by a Management Committee meeting. These are held quarterly and 
 
 
 



 
attended by elected Branch representatives to deal with DSWA business etc. They are interesting 
in so far as one can see what the DSWA are doing at the National level and also what is going on 
amongst the oilier Branches. I can assure you that this Branch has to be in the top 6 as far as 
activities/events go, as well as the various projects we are involved in. Many Branches do not 
produce any form of newsletter, preferring to use ‘Wailer and Dyker” to pass on information to 
their members. Some Branches do not even know who their members are! 
 

Among the items currently being worked on is the question of a National Vocational Qualification 
(NVQ) in dry stone walling. Negotiations have been going on at various levels for some time arid 
lobbying of MPs etc. seems to have brought some reward and the association might be getting 
somewhere at last. 
 

In the afternoon the ACM was held, with long time Chairman Terry Eggleshaw standing down. 
One of the vice chairmen - Paul Webley from West Yorkshire - was voted in as the new Chairman. 
Paul is a good friend of the North Wales Branch and he has recognised the contribution we have 
made in the recent past. To date the DSWA has tended to lump Wales in with England with 
Scotland being seen as an entity in its own right. I think that now the DSWA will start to see the 
two Welsh Branches as also being an entity in their own right. 
 
Tim Roberts 

 
 

A PLACE FOR EVERYONE 
 
There is a place for everyone in this Branch, no matter what their ability is. The number of 

projects we are currently involved in calls for a large variety of skills to deal with them - many of 
which have nothing to do with a practical ability to build walls! 

 
For example publications. “Stonechat” comes out quarterly and is supplemented by the more 

occasional “Branch News” - for members only. “Stonechat’ is for members, but is treated more as 
an ‘out of house’ journal for people who might be interested in its contents. Circulation is 
constantly growing, with current print runs up around the 150 mark - recently we have been 
required by the Copyright Act 1911 to provide the National Library of Wales with a copy of each 
issue. If you can offer an ar tide of any length to either or both publications feel free! If you do not 
feel you can contribute, but have an idea for an article you would like to see - let Sean know. 
 

Other publications at various stages of production include “Stonework” - mentioned in some 
detail in September’s issue, a Cloddiau booklet, and a general walling instruction booklet. Proof 
readers, translators and people generally willing to comment on content during the draft phase are 
always in short supply.... 

 
Similarly you do not have to be on the committee to become involved in the organisation of the 

Branch and its activities. We are happy to co-opt people on a casual basis to assist with specific 
projects. and helpers are always in much demand at events. 
 

Our current emphasis is on obtaining funding to enable us to keep up with the expansion of 
"Stonechat" and the provision of professional display material. If von have any ideas or want to 
help please get in touch... 
 
Tim 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Young dry stone waller Matthew Firth 

 
The Vale Advertiser, 9.9.94 

OUR YOUNGEST MEMBER, MATTHEW COMPETED AT MOST OF TH E YEAR’S 
COMPETITIONS 
 

The North Wales Branch would like to thank the following for their support in 1994. 
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Chairman  Don Eland 0490 420448 
 
Secretary  Tim Roberts 0978 263148 (after 9pm) 
  12, Percy Road, Wrexham, Ciwyd. LL13 7EE 
 
Publicity & Fundraising   Sean Adcock 0286 871275 (after 8pm)  
 2, Bryn Eithvn, Waen, Penisarwaun, Gwynedd LL55 3PW 
  
Event Co-ordinator Gareth Pritchard 0492 623537 
 
 

BACK COPIES 
 

Due to computer error some members and others on the mailing list might have missed copies of 
Stonechat during the year. If this applies to you and you would like a copy of the March, July or 
September editions please let Sean know. 
 

 
 
 

Welsh Water are major sponsors of the North Wales Branch 
 
 

For those of you who joined the Branch/last paid your subs before 1.10.94 
a membership renewal form is included over. This can be sent to Tim who 
is eagerly awaiting your remittance. Please note our membership fees of 
£14 (Open) and £25 (Professional) include membership of the National 
DSWA, we will forward your subs to them. Please note if you have 
renewed your National Subscription separately we only require £5. 
PLEASE NOTE THAT AS FROM 1.4.94 THE BRANCH 
SUBSCRIPITION WILL BE RAISED TO £6, IE £15 (OPEN) AND £26 
(PROFESSIONAL ). 


����	
It’s early in the year so the diary is a bit sparse and provisional, we should 
have most of the dates for 1995’s events ready for the March issue. 
 
1.2.94   AGM,  7.30pm, Tanronnen, Beddgelert. 
    Guest Speaker, Philip Clark -  South Wales Branch. 
3.5.94    Branch meeting Ta! y Cafn, near Conway. 
2.8.94    Branch meeting, Pentrefoelas. 
3.4.94 to 
8.4.94    Residential Training Course, Plas Tan y Bwlch. 
10.6.94 North Wales Professional Championships, walling 
    competition, Sioe Dyffryn Ogwen, Bethesda. 
2.9.94  North Wales Open & DSWA Grand Prix Final Walling 

Competitions, Cerrig y Drudion. 
1.11.94 Branch meeting, Capel Curig.       
 
Anyone who joined the Branch before 1st October, unfortunately your subs are now due! 
If you could fill in the form below and send it to Tim with the correct remittance we 
would be very grateful! _____ 
 
Name ………………………………………………………… 
                                     
Address………………………………………………………. 
 
   ………………………………………………….. 
 
   ………………………………………………….. 
 
Post Code . . …………………Telephone ……………………            
 

I enclose a cheque for £14 (Open)/£25 Professional Membership.* 
I have already renewed my DSWA membership and enclose £5 only.* 
* Please delete as appropriate 
 


