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A Churchill Special, the conclusion of a Masterclass epic, Dormice and Kenny Everett hands.  What 
more could you ask for?  The boy from Bristol will finish one day… I am assured, just not for the time 
being.  No space for any treasures or a book review. 
 
At the end of a busy summer there’s a lot of branch events to catch up with, and plenty of photos.  As 
to the cover… I was minding my own business, busy photographing walls on Inis Mor for an article in 
“Waller and Dyker” when this wee jobbie landed on the wall I was snapping and now I can gloat away 
even more than normal.  It is of course Saxicola rubicola better known to you an I as the Common or 
European Stonechat.  It’s the pretty and colourful version which of course means it’s male. 

 
Meanwhile If you’ve never heard of walling in gloves 10 sizes too large read Craig’s DVD review.  I 
assure you if you watch the video you will be hard pushed to get the image out of Kenny Everett out of 
your mind. 
Sean 
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Well, what a summer that was!  This year 
the branch has excelled with several 
successful events held including taster 
days, training days, competitions and 
demonstrations.  Not forgetting test days, 
branch meetings, practice day and 
barbeque, not to mention our presence in 
various shows and carnivals and cinema 
night coming up at the end of the month.  
Many of these events have been covered 
by the local press which has acted as a 
shop window for our branch with many 
people enquiring about training. Although it 
has been hard work for the committee with 
many precious weekends over the summer 
months being taken up with DSWA events, 
it has been good to see the branch function 
as a real branch again and seeing it go 
from strength to strength.   
 
Due to our success, we now need more 
members to take an active role on the 

branch committee.  Currently the committee consists of only five people including our treasurer who 
will be standing down at the AGM.  In order for the branch to continue to function we need more 
people to come forward and become involved.   Please come along to the AGM in November to meet 
fellow members and if possible help in any way, the secretary and I are willing to stand for another 
year but unless the forthcoming year sees a rise in membership and greater support of events by our 
members in terms of attendance and active participation we will both be resigning at the 2010 AGM.  
All we’re asking is that you get involved in your branch, making all the committee’s hard work 
worthwhile. 
 
I always finish by thanking the committee, this time I mean it! It’s been an exceptional year for the 
branch, the best for over a decade, thanks to all those involved and I hope to see you all at the AGM 
Craig 
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This chair is part of George Gunn’s Wavy Wall 
seen briefly in Stonechat 16, one of Sean’s Walling 
Treasures.  See 
http://myweb.tiscali.co.uk/wallingwonderland for 
more details.  Kind permission of George Gunn  



  

Churchill Travelling Fellowships 
Following the death of Sir Winston 
Churchill in 1965 a public subscription 
led to the setting up of the Winston 
Churchill memorial Trust (WCMT) which 
funds Travelling Fellowships, plus 
Bursaries at Churchill College 
Cambridge.  The objective of the Trust 
is:  

“The advancement and propagation of 
education in any part of the world for the 
benefit of British citizens of all walks of 
life in such exclusively charitable 
manner that such education will make its 
recipients more effective in their life and 
work, whilst benefiting themselves and their communities, and ultimately the UK as a whole”.  
 
The WCMT Website www.wcmt.org.uk explains that: 
“The Fellowships are to enable men and women, from all walks of life and every corner of the UK to 
acquire knowledge and experience abroad. In the process they gain a better understanding of the 
lives and cultures of people overseas and, on their return, their expertise is enhanced greatly, as is 
their effectiveness at work and their contribution to the community.” 
(http://www.wcmt.org.uk/default/frequently-asked-questions-about-travelling-fellowships-and-
grants.html) 

There are about 100 Fellowships awarded each year, with around 4250 awarded since its inception in 
1966.  Applicants have to be over 16 (there is no upper age limit), no qualifications are necessary. 10 
Categories are announced in mid-march but broadly tend to be much the same each year.  In 2009 
(for travel in 2010) they were:  

Adventure, Sports &   Expeditions ;Medical & Health; The Arts & Crafts; Science & Technology; 
Business, Industry & Commerce;  Professions & Public Services; Education & Training;  Young 
People; Environment, Food & Rural Affairs; The Citizen & Society 

Applicants (an average of 1500 a year over the last 10 years) come from all walks of life, must 
“demonstrate that their project is feasible and worthwhile, and of real benefit to their community and to 
the UK on return”.  The ‘best’ applicants are short-listed and interviewed before the final 100 or so are 
chosen.  

The Fellowships involve overseas travel for a minimum of 4 weeks and usually up to about 8 weeks 
although longer projects are considered on merit.  The grant essentially covers basic living and travel 
expenses.  In 2009 the average grant was £5500. 

The Trust also awards 10 undergraduate bursaries each year at Churchill College Cambridge, as well 
as supporting a postgraduate Fellowship and an Archive. 

“For many it is the opportunity of a lifetime in terms of personal and career development. It is also 
increasingly a way for employers to gain an employee with a greater depth of experience and 
expertise.”  (http://www.wcmt.org.uk/index.php?option=com_press&Itemid=31) 

Ed. 

 

Walls in the woods : 
A New England Odyssey. 
 
In 2000 I applied for a Winston Churchill Travelling Fellowship after considering an article about New 
England walls torn from ‘Audubon’ magazine.  I usually work alone and had plenty time to develop the 
idea that, as the Scottish Highlands and the North American landmass were once the same, perhaps 
the stonework on each side of the Atlantic would be the same.    My proposal to study stonework 
down through the eastern seaboard from Cape Breton to New York was accepted.   
 
106 Fellowships were awarded for 2001, from 1688 applications.  The odds are a little shorter these 
days and no one should be discouraged from trying to follow their passion. 
 
Most of the eastern seaboard of Canada and New England is covered in woodland. This is truly 
amazing when you realise that only 100 years ago the land was almost entirely cultivated.  Since 
settlement in the 18th Century agriculture had been developing along the European model but in the 
1880’s the westward expansion of the United States opened up the great grasslands of the Midwest 
and agriculture moved from the small fields of New England to the vast prairies.  The developing 
industrial centres of Pennsylvania and New York also attracted people away from the farms.  It is 
remarkable how quickly a field will revert to rough woodland if it is no longer grazed or ploughed whilst 
walls quickly collapse and disappear under drifts of leaves and fallen trees. 
 
New England walls were built for much the same reason as in the UK.  Fields were cleared of stone 
and stock-proof barriers were built to keep the animals enclosed and away from other farmers’ crops 
and livestock.  In some places clearance of stone from the fields caused a dramatic drop in the level 
of the soil.  Most of the New England walls were built during the 19th Century.  There is some 
evidence that the Native Americans built stone structures well before the Europeans arrived.   
 
Whilst figures vary it is generally thought that around 250,000 miles of dry stone walls were built in 
New England.  About 120,000 miles were built between 1810 and 1840 during an economic boom 
when Merino sheep were introduced from Spain.   
 
Walls need good neighbours.  A system of regulations developed, with an official know as a ‘fence 
viewer’ to ensure that boundaries of all types were kept in good order and disputes were properly 
resolved.  [In New England and beyond in the US walls are still frequently referred to as rock fences – 
Ed.]  
 
Stone is a universal building material.   In Cape Breton I found bridge abutments, mill buildings, cairns 
and retaining walls.  Most of these were in poor shape but there is a growing interest in historic sites 
and walking trails, which might encourage repairs.  These relics were usually hidden in mosquito-
infested woods; give me the humble midge any day! 
 
Most properties have walls or evidence of walls on their land.  They are important boundary markers, 
historic artefacts and wildlife habitats.  Some states, particularly New Hampshire, are passing 
legislation to stop theft of stone from old walls.  Weathered stone covered in mosses and lichen is 
highly regarded for gardens and for building new walls around new houses.  I heard one tale of a wall 
builder stealing stone from his last construction to finish his latest contract! 
 
As you would expect from such a diverse landscape the geology is equally diverse - limestone in 
Nova Scotia, granite in Maine, shale in Rhode Island; glacial moraine everywhere.  In granite or hard 
rock areas it is common to see the marks of pins and feathers, a common way of splitting rock into 
usable blocks, similar to cutting a tree into planks.  The split rock can be more easily used for house 
foundations, road edging, fence posts and mill lades, anything that wood could be used for.  [Lade is  
a Scottish term for “a watercourse, especially one that carries water to a mill.  The latter is often called  
 



  
a mill lade”.   http://www.britannia.org/scotland/scotsdictionary/l.shtml- ed.]  There is plenty of wood to 
build houses but the basement and foundation are usually built of stone. 
 
Frost heave is a problem we do no see in UK.  The cold reaches far into the ground, causes the water 
to expand and pushes the ground level up.  I was told that the ground could rise three or four feet in 
places.  In order to overcome this, foundations can be dug below the freeze line or the wall is built on 
a bed of gravel to improve drainage and reduce the effect of the freeze.  [See Stonechat 11- Ed.] 
 
Portland cement has had a profound effect on stonework.  It is often used, as a substitute for properly 
laid stone and over time has become an accepted necessity for a strong wall.    I saw fine examples of 
flat stone veneered on to a concrete substrate but many have spalled after a couple of freezing 
winters.  Dry-stone, when properly built, definitely outlasts mortared work.  A lot of this work has been 
done by Mexicans who have a talent for stonework and a reputation for being hard workers, whilst 
many of the early stoneworkers in southern New England came from Italy.  The pinnacle of their 
achievement is the stone cladding around the steel skeletons of the New York skyscrapers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One of the most informative groups I met was the New England Antiquities Research Association.  
The membership researches stone sites and has found many cairns and stone structures some of 
which align to the solstices, equinoxes or stars.  The cairn shown left is well built and is surrounded by 
other smaller cairns and short and longer sections of dry stone wall.  Interpretation of the site is made 
more difficult by the thick tree coverage and disruption caused by tree felling. 
 
They have gathered an impressive portfolio of evidence that North America had contact with Europe 
before the year 1000AD and that the Native Americans also built stone structures.   Legend says that 
an Indian would labour for a couple of years to build a wall round a field, for the reward of a barrel of 
rum.  In Connecticut I was shown examples of stonework built by a Native American called Henry 
Matthews in the 1860’s, large granite blocks on one face, small stones on the other, still as tight as 
the day it was built.  The other side of the road had a modern wall built of the same stone.  It was a 
poor comparison.  
 
Shakers were a sect of the Quakers.  I visited their settlement in Canterbury, New Hampshire.  The 
fields were bounded with thick walls.  Large boulders were arranged with the flat faces towards the 
road and the field clearings piled up at the back.   

One of my trip’s highlights was definitely 
Opus 40 near Saugherties, about 100 miles 
north of New York City.  The six-acre site is 
a fitting monument to 38 years work by 
Harvey Fite whose solitary work in an 
abandoned Bluestone quarry produced an 
amazing composition of swirling ramps and 
terraces.  The stonework started off as a 
site for him to show off his artwork but 
became a piece of art in its own right.  
[There are some very good pages on the 
web about this site http://www.opus40.org/ 
- well worth the time for a non-corporeal 
visit – Ed.] 
 
I was in Newport, Rhode Island not long 
after the 9/11 attacks.  It is an ideal centre 
to examine stone walls.  It was nearly dark 
when I found one nice section and took a 
few photographs with flash.   I was shocked 
to discover that it was the entrance to a US 
Navy base and quickly moved on.  I 
expected to be arrested on suspicion of 
spying. 
 
I could find no direct comparison between 
the Scottish and the New England walls. 
Theirs are often wider than ours, lower and 

have flat copes, similar to our 
coverbands.  A wall three feet wide and 
two feet high is common, with vertical 
locked copes are a rarity and often 
evidence of DSWA trained wallers.  
Many nationalities have made up the 
peoples of New England; each brought 
their own style of stonework. 
 
Stone walls in New England are iconic 
within the landscape.  New houses are 
built with stone walls in the garden or 
with stone elements in their 
construction.  Many times the stonework 
has become a cartoon of the original 
with veneers and mortar taking the place 
of pure dry-stone.  Artificial stone veneer 
is fairly common. 
 
The customer base is much more 
affluent in North America and their 
perception of stonework is often based 
on a style well outside their local area.  This means that a homeowner in New York will spend $20,000 
on patio stonework based on a European or Mexican pattern.  Tight joints are preferred to the open 
pattern of dry-stone as we know it.   
 
It is reckoned that after five years it should be obvious whether a Fellowship has been a worthwhile 
investment or just another holiday.  I have been lucky enough to get to the east and west coasts of the  
 

A low Vermont wall, typical of many old walls in New 
England.  The copestones are laid flat and, in this case, 
slope slightly down towards the middle.    © Nick Aitken 

  

Barbara and Harvey Fite in front of Opus 40, 
c.1970.    Photo courtesy of Opus 40. 
 

Cairn  being investigated by the New England Antiquities Research 
Association (NEARA).                                                 © Nick Aitken 



  
US several times since 2001 and into 
Kentucky a couple of times.  It is heartening 
to see how the ancient craft is regarded in the 
USA.  One young man I worked with in 
Kentucky was a well qualified waller but 
insisted on taking the DSWA initial test 
because Great Britain was where walling 
came from.  The Dry Stone Conservancy in 
Kentucky and The Dry Stone Wall 
Association of Canada are quickly developing 
as authorities in the craft. 
 
The trip was as much about learning about 
the American way of life as gathering 
information about their stonework.  I am 
thankful to the curators, craftsmen, bus 
drivers, hotel staff and others who helped me 
get the most out of the opportunity.     
 
The full terms and conditions for a Fellowship 
are given on the website www.wcmt.org.uk.  
It is a chance for anyone with an interest to 

follow it overseas, get immersed in their passion from another point of view, be an ambassador for 
their country and make contacts which could last a lifetime.   
Nick Aitken 

 

.Dry Stone Buildings of Norway and India  
 
Fourteen years ago, 6 years on from starting my own walling business I was contracting to various 
private and corporate organisations, one being United Utilities, when I was asked to consider 
constructing dry stone buildings!  “Wow” I thought and agreed straight away, thinking it can’t be that 
hard!  Off I went to research it via books, none existed and at that time no internet either!  Ian 
Thomas, director of the National Stone Centre, suggested I apply for a Winston Churchill Travel 
Scholarship, which I was lucky enough to be awarded.  Ian was one of my referees, and he has since 
been awarded one with me as one of his referees!   
 
So in Sept 1994, my partner Nick and I packed the old Toyota Hi-lux up with food and camping gear 
and sailed off to Norway.  Stone is abundant in Norway and we visited a large amount of dry stone 
houses and buildings of various designs, levels of craftsmanship and ages, built by amateurs and 
professionals.  Agastolen i Bjoreidalen is a group of early hunting shelters built before the 17th century 
but recently restored.  Each shelter is large enough to sleep 12-14 people, and comparable to the 
Scottish Black houses having no windows or chimney.  It is a cluster of 6 buildings, joined side by side 
or end to end, huddled closely amidst a remote treeless plateau, close to a water supply and set in a 
slight dip.  Some of the granite has been cut and roughly dressed but most being used straight from 
the ground around.  The walls are 3' thick, 65" high to roof level and 8' to ridge, the longest being 42'.  
The roof is of rough joists on 3 main beams, sledged in to this treeless plain in winter.  The roof is turf 
topped, but often juniper was used or if available wooden shingles.  During the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries, with the introduction of firearms, these large dwellings were reduced in size to 
accommodate 2 or 3 hunters.  Some huts were so small two men could just lie side by side.  As time 
progressed, according to archaeological evidence, these huts were used by herdsman grazing the 
high plains in summer but now used by hikers. 
 
Further North I found an interesting collection of buildings all on one farm at Grinde.  The house was 
built in 1904, the Smithy in the 1880s, the barn in 1894 and two sheep buildings added in 1904,most 
properties were still in the family who had always lived there so by talking to the owners I could 
establish accurate history.  All the stone had been quarried by hand at the end of the garden and  

dressed to regular shapes.  The walls are upright and built as a dry stone wall but the stones tilt to the 
outside wall to shed moisture as the roof finishes along the middle of the cavity in which has been put 
peat and moss, which when kept damp and swollen, act as draught excluders!  I visited many varying 
sites and spent time with an Archaeologist from Bergen University, and also one of the last dry stone 
wallers Albret Skretting.  I had taken with me some Winston Churchill Memorial coins as gifts and on 
presenting Albret with his I was moved by his emotion, he explained how important Winston Churchill 
had been to Norway during WW2.  
 
Due to an outbreak of plague in India I had to postpone my trip by a month as I was not allowed to 
enter a high risk zone.  This meant I was too late in the season to get to the high plateaus of Zanskar.  
However after a gruelling 17 hour bumpy, fume and vomit ridden bus journey from Delhi, we arrived in 
Manali and the Kullu valley, an area rich in the history of dry stone buildings of which many are still 
being built.  This area is an earthquake zone and so a particular way of building has evolved called 
timber bonded stone work, both materials being available in this area. The stone is placed in layers 
sandwiched between wooden joists which are pegged and have wooden throughs to link the inner 
and outer timbers that run around the walls of the building.  The stone is mica schist and cuts 
accurately due to its lamination.  The climate is dry enabling the wood of the deodar tree to last many 
years and when an earthquake occurs the building can shiver and move due to its unique 
construction.  The oldest example being Naggar castle built in 1518 by Raja Sidh Singh but now a 
government run hotel so I was able to stay in a building I was researching along with the mice and 
geckos that inhabited it!  I should add the real leopard skin chairs, moth eaten animal head trophies 
hanging on the wall, and velvet drapes had seen better days.   
 
En route to Malana, on foot as there are few roads.   I met a carpenter at work on a new 4 bed 
roomed house, we shared chai and chat and he informed me it took 20 months to build a house of this 
size and cost approx £500.  He added only 3 Deodar trees were allocated per house as the forests 
are protected to prevent deforestation and therefore landslides.  Since returning I have built a series 
of various dry stone buildings, a group of six ruins for United Utilities, and for private clients a 
woodland potting shed ,a dry stone farm building with stone cupboards and alcoves, and an 
underground building for hanging game. 
Sally Hodgson 
 

www. World Wide Walling  
Dry stone walling & Google 
Or, The Good, Bad, Ugly and the unexpected from Goo gle 

 
This was going to be easy.  Punch “drystone walls” into Google and go through them – see what is 
out there – good and bad.   Page 1 until ? Well, I gave up the careful prowl at around page 20 of 
google results and started page hopping until I gave up at page 35 when my browser refused to open 
any more sites. 
. 
So what did I discover?  Well,, most surprisingly was the fact that most sites I turned up were entirely 
as you would expect in that they were relevant and mostly quite good.  Along the way I discovered a 
few odds and ends.  I discovered that in answers at Yahoo.com a thread which stated a stone wall 
would cost to build anything from  £30 to £300 per metre depending on who you believed.  I also 
found a wall costing only £4.99.  I found out you could attend a dry stone walling course in 
Switzerland for £435 including 3 nights full board & breakfast at www.myswiterland.com. I also 
discovered the Catalan for dry stone waller is “Margerer”  
 
As you probably have already discovered, a search on Google produces mostly waller’s own 
websites, several DSWA pages, Amazon books and rather amusingly a few portal sight which lists 
areas with  dry stone wallers in it.  Swiss Cottage in London was listed and isn’t known for it’s walling 
traditions so I couldn’t resist a quick visit.  It listed three walling sites, one of which was a quarry in the 
Black Mountains an address in Armagh which is in Ireland so I had a look to see what was going on  

This wall is typical of walls in the area of Little 
Compton in the state of Rhode Island.  Its age is 
uncertain, it could be a rebuild of an old wall 
taking advantage of the large stone as a secure 
wall end feature.          © Nick Aitken 



  
there. (Nothing).  An address in surrey turned out to be a builders merchant so I’m still trying to work 
out the link with Swiss Cottage.  I pressed the back button. 
 
The first interesting site was “Sticks and Stones’, http://www.omlxi.com/sticks_stones/index.php a 
Tasmainian site by two gents.  One a waller, the other a hedge layer.  Yes, both are practised in 
Tasmania even if only by these two and you can see their work. 
 
By page 5 some odd dry stone walling sites appear.  Attracted by www.opendemocrfacy.net and it’s 
appealing,  ‘Reshaping The Dry Stone Wall of Irish history’ title  I gave it ago.  After all I’d lived there 
for 10 years and never, ever come across this book. The book’s description was as follows:, “This 
book of twenty-five chapters is a selection of papers presented at a conference organised by the 
British Association for Irish Studies held at the University of Salford in September 2005. An additional 
commissioned chapter deals with the fortunes of the two major Unionist parties since the Belfast 
Agreement of 1998, in particular tracking the transition of the Democratic Unionists from opposition to 
the ‘Trimble-Adams Pact’ to miraculous support for a Robinson-McGuinness Executive. Appropriately, 
the book retains the diversity of the papers’ subject matter and, in keeping with recent academic...”   
Back space again!!  I eventually worked out the relevance of the title with help from Trish.  I’ll leave 
you to work it out too.  Good luck.  
 
On page seven I turned up http://www.newgrounds.com/portal/view/412167 an animated video of “Old 
Man Pie” building a wall. Stupidly I expected an instructional video but it turned out to be an animated 
video almost showing wall building.  Don’t bother but good if you like watching or listening to 
something pointless. “I build a wall around my home; It keeps out enemies and friends”. Oh, go on I 
suppose it was a bit of fun after all! 
 
 In total contrast and well worth looking at is the video by Mick Soft at 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UIHc09Z5hvw. It’s a good micky take at wallers who talk about 
walling in some kind of hushed and referential manner.  .The man does not confine his wit to us 
wallers either.  If you follow the links watch his take on tree surgeons too.  
 
A site known to many is Norman Haddow’s BlogSpot  
http://wallswithoutmortar.blogspot.com and is a simple blog containing many excellent pictures and 
articles on walling from many countries.  Well worth the visit.  This site is an education in itself. 
 
Another interesting site http://www.astoneuponastone.com/ the home of the Dry Stone Walling 
Association of Australia. Lots of pictures of.....errr,,, Australian Walls!  
 
The first techno site I found with an extensive report on the strength of dry stone walls, conducted by 
the University of Bath, can be found at http://www.bath.ac.uk/ace/dry-stone-2/  
 
Of real interest to us wallers and probably well know is The National Stone Centre, especially the 

Millennium Wall at 
http://www.nationalstonecentre.org.

uk/vs_millenniumwall.html. 
Numerous walls from around the 
UK built in regional styles using 
stone from around the UK and of 
course built by many different 
wallers from around the UK. 

 
For those wallers who actually turn up to give an estimate then this site 
http://www.lowimpact.org/products_dry_stone_walling.html offers a solution.  Just send them as many  

details as you can and they’ll give an estimate of the cost for them to build. This company would be a 
welcomed contributor to regular enquiries on the DSWA forum when it comes to questions of costs 
and speeds.   
 
On the web you can also buy a complete Flexible dry stone wall from JAVIS-JSTONEOOS-
FLEXIBLE-DRY-STONE-WALLING and it will only cost a pound or two.  But before you get excited it 
turned out to be the sort you get in a plastic bag and use on model railways and the like.  I found 
another one advertised as, ‘suitable for model railways’ at £4.99. 
 
The MPs have also been claiming for stonework.  Janis Anderson Rossingdale MP paid several 
hundred pounds for walling on her home.  (I’m not sure which one!) read more here in the Manchester 
Evening News 
http://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/s/1121367_janet_andersons_dry_stone_wall  

As we go further into Google some new and unexpected stuff comes up  This University of 
Huddersfield page  http://eprints.hud.ac.uk/4729/ provides us with an extract from a thesis entitled, 
“Tacit knowledge, learning & expertise in dry stone walling” (Farrar, Nicholas Stewart  2006)  Reading 
the extract was interesting and one day I’ll get around to reading the whole thesis which can be read 
by clicking the link. At 277 pages you’ll be doing a lot of reading – in fact you’ll get to page 134 before 
you meet a wall or even a waller. On page 243 there are some useful lessons in support of the DSWA 
walling qualifications. 

If you want an expensive book on stonewalling try Colin Sowerby’s 
http://www.thedrystonewaller.com/products.htm 6 pages for £5,  an e-book claiming to be a concise 
guide to walling.  Obviously some of us know far too much for our own good.  Some good photos of 
butts…. 

Flikr interestingly didn’t come up until page 20 and there are thousands of pictures which I’ll let you 
trawl through at your leisure. 

The stone foundation www.stonefoundation.org an American site worth a visit even if I found the 
navigation  a little confusing. 

There are a number of good sites describing how to build a wall.  But by far the worse is this one 
http://homeideas.howstuffworks.com/walls-and-boundaries/how-to-approach-building-a-dry-stone-
wall.htm.  If you knew nothing before looking at this site you’ll still know nothing afterwards.   You can 
even watch a stone wall being repaired.  By invisible people no doubt at http://www.byrdir.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2008/09/stonewall.gif 

 Way down the listings on page 18 or so was this European site 
http://www.conselldemallorca.net/mediambient/pedra/pedraensec.php?idioma=ing&opcio=1 A 
Mallorca based site, of which a large portion is devoted to the rebuilding and conservation of their dry 
stone walls and structures and is available in several languages which perhaps is a reflection on the 
recognition of the world wide interest in dry stone walling. Conservation isn’t just a British thing! 

And so on.  I got to page 34 on Google before my PC started to have a bad internet day but not 
before I noticed, “Taylors Master Guide to gardening which stated that “Dry stone walls are ideal for 
gardening as they give when the ground moves as it freezes in winter.” 

I’ll end my tedious tour here as the last paragraph could promote some discussion amongst anorak 
clad wallers.  Oh, and if anyone does discover some really truly awful walling sites please let Sean 
know, because I couldn’t find them! 
David Perry80 
Africa, the rest are broadly spread from Japan through Europe.   

Millennium Wall Clawdd built by 
members of North Wales Branch. 
© DSWA 



  

Masterclass: Random walling (part 3). 
 
The end is nigh, but first… 
 
Plumbing the depths 
I’ve had a query about “plumb” vis-à-vis “running” joints - someone must actually read these articles.  
For many the terms plumb and running are interchangeable.  However to my mind there is a 
distinction which I have applied within these articles.  Given that a running joint is any set of aligned 
joints vertically, diagonally or staggered then there is merit in referring to that set which are aligned 
vertically as a “plumb” joint.  I however would take the distinction further.  Two or three stone joints are 
far more common than long ‘running’ joints, a two stone joint can hardly be referred to as ‘running’ 
and three stones are hardly breaking into a jog.  A whole world of possibilities has just sprung to mind; 
maybe a two stone joint should be a sprint; a joint stretching from footing to cope – a marathon; might 
a diagonal joint be a relay.  Sorry I digress, it must be the after effects of the shock, or even euphoria, 
from getting a query.  Not only are two stone joints more common as I mentioned last time in some 
patterns they are an integral component, but ‘(vertical) two stone joint’ is an unwieldy phrase ‘plumb 
joint’ says it all and rolls off the tongue (and onto the page) better.  I rest my case. 
 
Meanwhile there is also an addendum to the rebating of stones to fit around others.  This might all be 
very well where the rebates are relatively small compared to the stone the rebate is in.  If you rebate 
thinner stones then there is a danger that any movement will create pressure points, and all you are 
doing is replicating the problems that you would have with using a “shim” as discussed last  time… 
 
There is an order to all things 
In part 1 I introduced a number of patterns of random wall, in part 2 I outlined a technique used for 
random wall which with subtle variations leads to these patterns.  Just to remind you… 
 
Broken down to its absolute basics, random walling is just about employing snecks and jumpers with 
a bit of coursing; although it may well be that the coursing is in effect just levelling two adjacent 
stones, and no more.   
 
How you put these together creates the pattern – from very random or random rubble through to 
much more formalised coursed random as we saw in Stonechat 17.  Stone shape/type obviously 
plays a part but in this respect it is primarily because this determines how you implement the putting 
together bit.  
 
Now I will introduce a couple more random patterns and look at how all these basic patterns can 
themselves be subtly varied in association with different stone type/shape, to produce a cornucopia of 
styles.  Hopefully following on from parts 1 and 2 it will now be clear how to simply describe a wall as 
simply being random is perhaps to do it an injustice.  More likely I shall just muddy the waters further.  

Simple Random and revisiting Random Rubble 

Having suggested in part 1 that the default for random walls is random rubble, which in dry stone 
walling terms is generally particularly irregular stone.  However regular stone can be used to form a 
very irregular random pattern as in this example, from Low Bradley, near Skipton, North Yorkshire At 
around 5 feet high including covers and copes, most of the building stones are under 2" thick.  
Normally thin flat stone would be associated with coursed walling  

The wall shown at the top of the next page could be classified as ‘random rubble’ since strictly 
speaking rubble really only means not dressed.  However wallers tend to apply ‘rubble’ to more 
angular stone and hence a distinction can be made between ‘random rubble’ and ‘simple’ random or 
just ‘random’ if no other pattern can be readily distinguished. At a basic level simple random and 
random rubble are essentially the same.  

Joints are frequent in this style of 
wall although they can be 
avoided with care. Where this is 
achieved it tends towards a 
slightly less random face, 
mistaken by many for coursed 
walling. However the walls are 
not coursed as many of the 
adjacent stones are of differing 
heights, this is more obvious 
where larger and less regular 
stone is used. A wall where 
many of the stones are around 
6" (15 cm) high with adjacent 
stones around an inch (25 mm) 
lower looks obviously random, 
where the stones are only 
around 1 ½" (38 mm) thick a 
difference in height between 
stones of only (6 mm) is 
proportionately the same, 
although nowhere near as obvious. Hence the wall is only well structured, rather than coursed.  The 
more regular the stone, the finer becomes the distinction.  

Random Brought to Courses   

Most well structured random walls are to some extent 
“random brought to courses”. True random brought to 
courses walls are brought to a level on two, three, or 
more occasions (depending on their height and stone 
size) as they are built up.  

P.McAfee (“Irish Stone Walls”.  The O’Brien Press, 
Dublin 1977.) provides a useful stylised diagram.  

In practice dry stone duplication of this pattern is rare, it 
is more common in masonry walls, a noted example 
being the 7 mile Penrhyn Castle Park Wall (shown 
below). 

In dry stone walling it tends to be found 
where the stonework is levelled along the 
length of the wall prior to the installation of 
through-stones although many wallers shy 
away from it as a method unless the 
levelling stones are quite thick as it can 
lead to bands of thin stone within the face 
of the wall.  It can also be found in some 
areas with ‘slabby’ flat sandstones. Here  

Diagram  after McAfee p.42 

Low Bradley, Skipton.        © Sean Adcock 

Penrhyn Castle park wall, alongside 
old A55 near Llandegai . 

  © Sean Adcock 



  
every time you need to get a longer stone or slab on you have to level off, hence it can be expedient 
to level off a section to facilitate the placing of several of these stones.  The whole problem of tracing 
a number of long stones next to each other is of course another kettle of fish which has been dealt 
with elsewhere.  (Stonechat 11) 

More normal 
practice is a rough 
levelling of the wall 
without using small 
stone in the 
smaller dips, 
instead placing a 
larger stone on 
them in effect 
breaking the 
coursing.  

The end result can produce a well structured random face, which under close examination reveals 
some lines of levelling off.   This is similar to breaking coursing on slopes as mentioned in part 2, and 
hence one reason why that specific practice is a good illustration of this principle.  

Other patterns 
There are several masonry terms I have not yet introduced, partly because they tend to be used by 
some rather than most writers.  For example JM Nickey (“The Stoneworkers Bible” TAB Books, 
Pennsylvania, 1979) refers to snecked rubble , which in dry stone walling terms could be seen to 
make some degree of sense although following my analysis in part 2 its likely to apply to most 
‘random’ walls.  Another pattern Nickey uses is snecked coursing  – at first this appears slightly 
oxymoronic although think about it and it does make some sense within coursed random work,  
 
Another masonry term “squared random rubble uncoursed”, is a bit of a mouthful.  We are in 
danger of stringing all sorts of terms together to come up with descriptions, However within masonry it 
of course makes perfect sense - squared in masonry means slightly worked with a hammer, random 
rubble is rough stone, un-coursed is random so applied to dry stone work it just means a random wall 
built of fairly regular stone.  However within masonry the pattern itself has lots of snecks and soldiers, 
jumpers and even upright jumpers, which if duplicated in dry walling would be frowned upon as 
inappropriate.  An issue we shall briefly return to. 
 
Using and combining these masonry terms allows us to 
better describe random walls, and maybe we could go 
even further and come up with our own new definitions.  
Could Derbyshire Limestone walls be dubbed 
“extravagantly random snecked”? 
 
Stonechat 15 dealt with polygonal walls in some detail.  It 
is of course a random pattern in its own right, but I 
daresay if we lived in an area where polygonal walls 
predominated we’d be identifying more patterns as in the 
very least stone type would influence the exact pattern.  
Food for thought, and some questions for Miguel Ramis.  
Watch this space.   
 
Anyway just as a reminder of polygonal, here are a couple 
of photos from Mallorca (right and top of next page). 

 

As noted in Stonechat15 polygonal is 
not a type of wall readily/frequently 
identified in this country.  However 
many ‘very’ random walls of irregular 
shaped stone verge on it.  The key is 
to whether or not the stones are 
generally set with the long axis of their 
set to the horizontal.   

The stonework at Winskill farm near 
Settle, North Yorkshire verges on the 
polygonal (see below).  Frequently 
such stonework would just be put 
down to poor workmanship however it 
is thought to be over 200 years old 
and whilst its longevity is at least 
partly due to ground conditions (very 
hard/thin soil), it cannot be dismissed 
out of hand.  To simply refer to it and 
the Low Bradley wall as “random” 
hardly tells the story, does it really 
differ significantly from the wall at Sa 
Colabra?  

 

 

 

 

To finish off I’d like to look at a number of Lake district walls which whilst different patterns, are subtly 
similar in many ways.  Hopefully they will serve to illustrate how just a few changes (whilst still using 
same basic constructional approach) lead to a variety of similar patterns with the first markedly 
different to the last. 

Limestone wall, Winskill Farm near Settle 
 © Sean Adcock 

 

Retaining wall Sa Colabra, Mallorca 
©  Sean Adcock 

 

Retaining wall inside Capdepera fortress, Mallorca 
©  Sean Adcock 



  

 

 

 

If we start this sequence at Grange in Borrowdale, Cumbria, with a formal cobble and slate garden 
wall, verging on the coursed.  

 Moving out of the village towards Rosthwaite  the walls become slightly less formal 

 

 

 

Beyond Rossthwaite and more into the countryside less slates and somehow more random, into 
Buttermere more or less the same mix of stone but more random. 

The wall at the top of the next page from further south in Eskdale and much further north in 
Munngrisdale.  Neither has slates, the eskdale wall is is somewhat more regular, than Buttermere but 
still a random structure.  Mungrisdale has a very different stone type, and far more regular build.  Yet 
quite similar to both Eskdale and especially the first Rosthwaite wall when you analyse its structure. 

 

 

Getting closer to home we can see how different stone can produce in some way similar results to a 
couple of the Lakeland examples. 

 

 

 

The wall on the left is from the Ffestiniog railway, near Rhiw Goch.  Many of the walls to the east of 
Penrhyndeudraeth, in and around Coed Cae Fali replicate this pattern, which in its own way isn’t a 
million miles away in terms of pattern to those around Grange.  Then there’s this wall from near 
Llanwrtyd in Powys whilst it differs from the slate cobble walls it should be possible to see that it is 
only a step or two away given style and structure from those around Grange, and how any one of the 
walls is in reality only a small step away from any other, even though at first sight they might look 
quite dissimilar. 

 

 

 

Left wall near Rosthwaite, Cumbria.  Right near Buttermere, Cumbria . Both  © Sean Adcock 
 

Left, Wall at Rhiw Goch, Ffestiniog Railway.  © Sean Adcock 
Right, Wall near Llanwrtyd Wells.  © Richard Leishman 

 

Left wall near Eskdale, Cumbria.   Right Mungrisdale.  Both  © Sean Adcock 
 Left Garden wall Grange, Cumbria.  Right near Rosthwaite, Cumbria.  Both  © Sean Adcock 

 



  
To replicate or not to replicate that is the questi on 

This whole mini-series started off with some philosophising so I suppose I might as well end with 
some ruminations… 
 
Infinite Variety 
 
“Age cannot wither her, nor custom stale her infinite variety” 
Shakespeare Antony & Cleopatra Act II Scene ii 
 

 
 
 
Many of the walls in Purbeck have the stone sloped like this one near Langton Maltravers, Dorset, 
which if you orientate your head (or the page) correctly is obviously random.  Others are built with 
slightly more regular stone and are a little more coursed.  How do we categorise it, should we 
categorise it?  Even an idiot can see it’s different, you’d hope repairs replicated the original – that is if 
a local style isn’t going to die out.  Some of the walls have been around a while so it cannot be 
completely wrong.  This wall at Spy Way Barn a national trust farm is one of the apparently untouched 
walls on the site (or at least it was in 1997).  No wall that I saw showed any signs of gapping, many 
had been completely rebuilt fairly recently (back then that is), all the rebuilds were to a more ‘normal’ 
horizontal pattern.  Are we to believe that only ‘normal’ walls have been rebuilt rather than the more 
unique ones destroyed.  A lack of skill,?  A lack of sympathy?  A misplaced notion that the sloping 
walls are wrong?  Maybe the rebuilds were all ‘normal’ walls, in which case the ‘wrong’ sloping walls 
must be better as they’ve lasted, in which case why not rebuild ‘normal’ walls sloping and help 
revive/save a technique?  Shakespeare obviously didn’t have any dealings with the National Trust. 

If we have a variety of random patterns then they must deviate from the ‘norm’ which inevitably means 
that somewhere along the line supposed rules are not adhered to.  Does this make the walls ‘wrong’, 
if repaired should they be ‘corrected’?   

We looked at the use of thin levelling stone in part 2, the Grange/Rossthwaite walls definitely deviate 
from the concepts outlined there.  Mungrisdale  too could be criticised for its structure in this respect 
and the Llanwrtyd wall could certainly be deemed as having an excessive number of ‘pins’, but then 
compare it to the “Rogues Gallery” wall of “Stonechat 15”.   These last 2 walls exhibit a level of 
craftsmanship in a different class to the other walls, here the perceived problems are not weaknesses, 
and something special if not quite unique has been created. 

I repaired a wall in Mynydd Llandegai several years ago, it was a mixture of slate and rounded 
fieldstone not dissimilar in nature to the Rossthwaite walls, and not very old. It was collapsing largely 
due to ground conditions and a road.  I believe the structure was exacerbating the problems.  In 
certain circumstances different types of stone do not mix well as for a number of reasons. For  

example they do not always bind well, consequently liberally mixing them can cause problems.  I 
rebuilt the extensive gaps/lengths  by using all the fieldstone to an approximate level, levelling off on 
this with slate before utilising longer slates for a regular course of throughs (there had been few if any 
in the original wall) and building the second lift entirely of slate.  To date it’s bearing up well, we shan’t 
know for a fair time if it was a good idea, it looks different but I’d like to think striking.    
 
None of this is straightforward.  Should re replicate everything? Maybe we should homogenise 
everything?   Isn’t there a space for the creation of a new heritage?  Should we rebuild bad walls, 
badly? Why build walls at all?   
 
This is giving me a headache so it must be time to go, but not before one more contribution from The 
Bard.  
 
“There are more things in heaven and earth, Horatio, than are dreamt of in your philosophy”.   
Shakespeare, Hamlet Act I scene v 
 
All this Shakespeare - must be the influence of that Waller & Dyker upstart Craig Arbennigol 
 

Some walls perhaps defy our trying to 
define them.  This wall from Golden Bay, 
Malta is possibly an example of “squared 
random rubble uncoursed” as mentioned 
earlier, perhaps ‘squared random coursed 
snecked with running joints’ would be a 
better appellation, maybe we should attach 
several other epithets, let your imagination 
run riot.  Personally I’d plump for 
“completely inappropriate use of stone” and 
leave it at that, but then where would local 
tradition and infinite variety be? 
 
Sean Adcock 
 
 
 

 

 
DEMONSTRATING 
 
During May  I was privileged to demonstrate dry stone walling at Cernogiae, Pentrefoelas, for the 
Welsh National Sheep Association.  The inevitable happened with the weather, it poured all morning 
and the site became a quagmire. 
 
The walling site was alongside the main entrance which initially seemed like a good idea.  In hindsight 
it was to prove otherwise.  About 5000 attended the sheep demonstration and it seems that at least 
one in twenty was a dry stone waller, with the advice handed out during the course of the day varying 
considerably.  Mind you no one offered to take over and give me a much needed tea break! 
 
The selection of stone varied as a pile had been dumped on one side of the wall by a JCB, making 
stone selection interesting to say the least.  Add to that the fact that the wall tapered from 36” wide at 
one end, to 18” (incorporating a cheek)  at the other where two gates met. 

 
 

Purbeck sloping stonework, Langton Maltravers, Dorset  © Sean Adcock 
 

Roadside wall, Golden Bay,  Malta  
 © Sean Adcock 
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Cernogiae Farm is divided by miles of wall part of the re-instatement of which I have been involved in.  
On the day they gave tours to show the extent of the effort and labour that goes into looking after dry 
stone walling of this magnitude. 
 
The event is held annually, alternating between north and South Wales.  I would like to thank the 
Welsh National Sheep Association for the opportunity of demonstrating in North Wales where being 
able to communicate in Welsh and English is essential. 
 
Finally thanks to Mr & Mrs Ellis and their son Dewi for letting the even be held on their land. 
Arwel Huws. 
 
Just to remind everyone in he last “Stonechat” Craig asked  “if any members are involved with any 
events and want to promote dry-stone walling in any way, please contact us as we can provide 
display boards, information leaflets and merchandise.  It also is of inestimable benefit to the Branch’s 
profile if we can include such events in our diary, especially when it comes to fundraising.”  Lets not 
forget we’re all in this together and need to pull together – Ed. 

 
“Drystone Walling” 
A DVD by Andy Radford 
 
There are not many instructional dry stone walling DVD’s on the market therefore I thought this one 
would possibly be useful as a training aid to new comers to the craft; unfortunately after watching it I 
was very disappointed.  
 
Andy Radford begins curiously by informing the viewer that he will demonstrate his style of dry stone 
walling (slight rise of the eyebrows from me).  He then continues by discussing various reasons why a 
length of wall could contain collapsed sections, one of which was shrews removing pinning stones 
(eyebrows gone – I look like I’ve had a face lift.  Has anyone seen these super sized shrews?) 
Unfortunately this was just the introduction and the viewing or the advice and instruction contained in 
it did not improve.  Whilst discussing tools he recommends a light weight brick hammer and a cold 
chisel, nothing wrong with that, I use them myself but I also have a selection of lump hammers and a 
sledge, items he does not mention.  On the subject of gloves he explains that rubber gloves are 
useless and only big rigger gloves will do (not sure if I agree with that but each to their own) and 
apparently they have to be so big that you look like something from the 1980’s Kenny Everett show!   
 
Anyway, on with the show and on to the actual construction of the wall [40 minutes in-ed].  The site he 
chose had a wire fence along one side resulting in one sided walling; I couldn’t help but wonder why 
he chose this site and not the wall in the introduction – perhaps he was afraid of those super shrews! 
He continued to set up the line and batter using bamboo canes; steel profile bars were mentioned and 
indeed a batter frame sat on site lonely and unused.  He used a line at the very start of the first lift and 
then never moved it again.  Did I mention the Kenny Everett gloves? Wow!  
 
A section of wall was built including a cheek end but the choice of stone for the cheek end was very 
poor and because the section was not tied into the existing wall the section became shorter and 
shorter until there was only room for 3 cope stones.  The crossing of joints is mentioned throughout 
the DVD and yet there is an obvious running joint right up the side of the cheek end resulting in the 
cheek end not being tied into the wall; it also seems so far from vertical that if you put a gate post next 
to it you would have a squeeze stile.  You may think that I am being over critical of this DVD but you 
would be wrong, I urge you to find a copy (I wouldn’t go out and buy it) and watch it for yourself.  The 
DVD closes with a picture of his book which shows very poor walling but some great running joints, 
enough said! 
 
Craig Evans 

ROGUES GALLERY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Clynnog Fawr By-Pass has seen a few miles of – I hesitate to apply the term – Cloddiau,  built.  
Amongst other things key features of the clawdd are good stone to stone contact, no soil in the face…  
 2010 will see us run a number of Clawdd courses and hopefully the development of the DSWA 
Clawdd leaflet into a booklet.  Better late than never? 
Photo copyright Sean Adcock 
 

Bright Eyes and Bushy Tails 
 
Dormice 
In the UK there are two different species 
of dormice; the common dormouse 
Muscardinus arvellinarius, and the 
edible or fat dormouse, Glis glis which is 
confined to Hertfordshire.  The common 
dormouse is classed as native; it has 
been in UK since the last ice age, whilst 
the edible dormouse was introduced into 
the UK in 1902.  Dormice are rodents 
but they form a family of their own; 
Gliridae, mice and rats fall into the 
Muridae family, whereas squirrels 
belong to the Sciuridae family.  
Worldwide there are approximately 20 
species of dormice with ten of these in  



  
The common dormice 
Common dormice are easily distinguishable due to their golden/sandy colour, their large eyes and 
most obviously their furry tail, similar to a squirrel’s.  This bushy tail is unique to dormice amongst 
small mammals it is very fragile, and easily damaged by other dormice and predators, the skin will fall 
off, later followed by the bones. 
  
Lifestyle 
Dormice are extremely agile mammals, spending the majority of their time up in trees.  Their feet are 
designed for climbing, with gripping pads making them extremely acrobatic.  Their hind feet are able 
to rotate (as squirrels do), allowing them to “hang head downwards”.  Dormice are also nocturnal and 
spend up to half the year hibernating, have a small home range and live in low densities, which added 
together makes them very elusive. 
 
Diet 
Dormice have a limited diet, the absence of a caecum from their digestive system means they cannot 
process cellulose, and hence are unable to eat grass and leaves .  
 
They require a variety of food throughout the year.  When they wake up after hibernation the majority 
of their food is made up of flowers, such as hawthorn and honeysuckle .  The most difficult time for 
dormice is June/July when most of the flowers are over but it is too early for fruits.  It has been known 
for some time that dormice feed on aphids and caterpillars, during this time, but it is now thought that 
insects make up more of their diet than originally thought.  In good fruiting years food is plentiful, with 
dormice feeding on most fruits:- cherries, rowan berries, blackberries as well as nuts (especially 
hazelnuts). 
 
Hibernation 
Dormice spend the winter in hibernation.  The amount of time spent in hibernation varies depending 
on the weather and the individual dormouse.  They prefer cold winters because when they are 
hibernating their body temperature is only a few degrees above zero, (their heart only beats a couple 
of times a minute) but they cannot lower their temperature below that of their surroundings.  
Consequently when it is mild the body temperature is higher and they cannot slow down their 
metabolism as much, resulting in them using up more of their fat reserves and waking up earlier  
Hibernation usually starts October – December through to March – May.  Generally the larger and 
older animals will go into hibernation earlier as it not as difficult for them to gain the extra body weight 
required to survive the winter conditions.  Younger dormice however, especially those born late in the 
season, have the difficult task of gaining enough fat reserves for the winter and are therefore the last 
ones to hibernate.  It is thought that a dormouse needs to weigh at least 15g to survive hibernation, 
although the average pre-hibernation weight 
is 28g. 
 
The length of time spent in hibernation 
depends on the conditions, the warmer the 
winter, the later the dormice hibernate.  In 
recent years the UK has been experiencing 
warmer wetter winters leading to dormice 
waking up earlier, when there is no food 
available.  Last winter was a good winter for 
dormice. 
 
Torpor 
During summer months the dormouse spends 
time in torpor; this is a state of semi-
hibernation.  Torpor usually occurs when  

there is not much food available, or when it is wet and cool.  The metabolism is drastically lowered to 
conserve energy and fat reserves.  Pregnant females do not go into a torpid state as they need all 
their energy for their developing young. 
 
Habitat 
Traditionally dormice have been associated with ancient woodlands containing hazel and a diversity 
of food sources.  Although this habitat is still very important for dormice, they are now being found in 
habitat which once would have not been thought suitable, such as conifer woodlands and coastal 
scrub.  Dormice used to be associated with coppiced woodlands.  These woodlands used to be 
actively managed and hence people would find dormice, similarly in hedgerows.   
 
 Breeding 
Dormice are relatively long lived for small mammals, in captivity they can live for up to seven years.   
They are also slow breeders, having one or possibly two litters of young per year.  In the south they 
appear to have young earlier and are more likely to have a successful second litter. The breeding 
season is between June and September with an average litter of four or five although it can be up to 
eight, especially in years when the food supply is good. The young stay with their mother for up to 
eight weeks before leaving the nest.  

 
Distribution in UK 
Dormice are much more of a southerly species, 
they seem to be close to their northerly range 
in the UK in North Wales where until recently 
there were only a few populations known. 
 
Surveying for dormice  
Artificial dormouse boxes installed at chest 
height are readily used, and are main survey 
method which we use.  Other methods include 
using nest tubes (corrugated plastic with a 
plywood tray inside), but in North Wales we 
haven’t had much luck using these.  Another 
good survey method for is to look for chewed 

nuts.  Dormice open the nuts in a very characteristic way which is easily distinguishable from other 
small mammals.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Chewed nuts illustrated 
by Jan Whittington 
Top left: Dormouse 
Top right: Woodmouse 
 
Bottom left: Squirrel/birds 
Botom right: Bankvole 



  
Reintroductions  
As part of dormouse conservation in the UK dormice have been reintroduced to areas where they are 
now extinct which were previously within the dormouse’s range.  This work has been carried out by 
Peoples Trust for Endangered Species and Natural England along with the Captive Breeders Group. 
 
Protection  
A licence is required to disturb dormice as they are protected under the Conservation (Natural 
Habitats & C) Regulations 1994 (as amended in 2007 and 2009) and the Wildlife and Countryside act 
1981 (as amended by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000). 
 
Dormice in North Wales 
Dormice were first discovered in North Wales in 1992; they were found in a bird box by Iolo Lloyd of 
Forestry Commission Wales, whilst undertaking a pied fly catcher survey in Bontuchel woodlands, 
near Ruthin.  In 1993 evidence of dormice was found at Y Ddol Uchaf, a Wildlife Trust reserve.  Prior 
to these discoveries it had been thought that dormice were absent from North Wales.  
 
Boxes were erected in both sites.  Bontuchel is actively managed so the boxes  were put on fence 
posts .  The boxes stay put even if surrounding trees are felled. 
 
In 2000 boxes were erected in 10 woodlands in the Chwiler valley, in close proximity to Y Ddol.  
Within a few years dormice were found in another two woodlands. 
 
North West Dormouse Partnership 
In 2005 the North West Dormouse Partnership was formed.  This includes Chester Zoo, Forestry 
Commission Wales, Cheshire Wildlife Trust, North Wales Wildlife Trust, Countryside Council for 
Wales, Natural England and Denbighshire County Council.  This partnership monitors dormice in 
Bontuchel and the Wych Valley (a reintroduction site), with each site surveyed  in May, June, 
September and October by a team of staff and volunteers.  Chester Zoo kindly donate their vet time to 
microchip the dormice.  We now have data from the last five years providing extremely useful 
information for example about breeding whilst micro chipping enables us to see how far they have 
moved.  
 
North Wales Dormouse Project 
In 2007 the dormouse project work was extended as a result of funding from Peoples Trust for 
Endangered Species (PTES), Countryside Council for Wales, Chester Zoo and donations from Sharp 
UK.  This year the Heritage Lottery Fund has also supported the project along with the other 
organisations. 
 
The aim of this was to find out where else dormice are across North Wales, with over 700 boxes 
installed in woodlands across North Wales.   There have also been many awareness raising events 
from stalls at public events, numerous box making days, to “nut hunts” where we look for evidence of 
dormouse chewed hazelnuts.  When installing boxes the approach has been to place them in close 
proximity to known dormouse sites, to see if there were dormice present in the surrounding sites, and 
if so if these populations are part of a metapopulation (that is with dormice moving between the 
different sites), or separate distinct populations at each site. 
 
Whilst the North Wales Dormouse Project has been carried out throughout North Wales, the majority 
of sites are in Conwy, Denbighshire, Flintshire and Wrexham. 
 
Further work around Bontuchel 
In the first year of this project 82 boxes were erected in and around Bontuchel woodlands.  
 
The dormice used the boxes within Bontuchel woods within six weeks, by the time the first survey was 
conducted there were nests in seven of the boxes with one box containing two dormice.  Also within  

first month we found a nest in the southern region of Bontuchel woodlands proving that they were 
spread throughout the woodland.  
   
During the third month of surveys (September) a 
dormouse was found in Coed Tre Parc, and in October a 
further three were found  all of which were unchipped.  
Dormice were also found in two other neighbouring 
woodlands. 
 
As part of this work the hedges between the sites were 
examined to see if they were suitable for dormouse to 
disperse between the sites.   
 
As a result of this over 400 dormouse boxes were made 
with the help of willing volunteers and placed targeted 
around the Bontuchel area and other known sites in 
North Wales.  Dormice have now been found in seven 
sites around Bontuchel, with other possible sites needing 
more investigation. 
 
None of the dormice found in the surrounding woodlands 
have had microchips, suggesting they are separate 
populations, although it is possible that occasionally they 
will move between the woodlands if the links are present. 
 
With continuing surveys taking place the number being 
found in these surrounding woodlands has increased dramatically.  The next step with the project in 
this area is the undertaking of hedgerow planting between known dormouse sites.  The connectivity 
studies have highlighted some key areas and hedgerow planting will be commence this November.   
 
Canopy boxes 
With the help of Forestry Commission Wales  (FCW) 50 dormouse boxes have been erected in the 
canopy of three woodlands.  These boxes are 8 – 10m high and are made from drain pipes.  Climbers 
from FCW come out and help to check these boxes, so far they are showing to be very successful.  
 
Chwiler Valley  
In the Chwiler valley we now have six woodlands where we are monitoring dormice, all of these are 
connected providing the dormice with a linked habitat.  Boxes have also been put up in other nearby 
woodlands where we hope to find dormice. 
 
Three of the woodlands in this valley will be managed over winter to improve the habitat for dormice, 
through thinning and glade creation 
 
Conwy work 
Conwy had some historic records of dormice and one site in Trefriw where they were being monitored 
but no other sites.  Boxes were erected in four woodlands and two hedgerows.  Dormice have now 
been confirmed in one of these sites, and other dormouse records have confirmed dormouse 
presence in another two sites.   
 
Wrexham 
The only known dormouse sites in Wrexham is in Dooley woods where dormice have crossed the 
border from the reintroduction site at Wych.  We have now erected dormouse boxes in a number of 
woodlands around Pontfadog and Glyn Ceiriog which looks suitable for dormice. 
Raising awareness 



  

Ray Guthrie on his way to obtaining an 
Intermediate Certificate.   
© Sean Adcock 

A dormouse postcard has been produced which has been sent out to postcodes near dormouse sites, 
or potential sites.   
 
If you think you have seen a dormouse or found evidence of one, or would like to get involved with the 
project such as helping with the November surveys in Bontuchel or with the woodland management at 
Chwiler, please contact Rhian Hughes on 01352 810469 or rhianhughes@wildlifetrustswales.org.  
 
Rhian Hughes – Dormouse Project Officer, North Wales Wildlife Trust 
All Photographs © Rhian Hughes 
 
 

BRANCH ROUND-UP 
 
Membership 
It’s that time again.  Technically Branch membership runs from 1st January, so rather than start chasing 
in January we’re starting now.  It costs £10 which is in ADDITION to national membership of £24.  You 
cannot be a Branch member unless you are a member of the DSWA.  You can send us a cheque for 
£10 or £24 if your National subs are due (NB National membership now runs for 12 months from the 
date you pay your subs, just to complicate matters).  You can be a supporter of the Branch for £5 – 
which in effect means you subscribe to however many issues of “Stonechat” come out in the next year, 
although this is aimed primarily at members of other Branches and those living outside the Branch area.  
If you send us £10 and are not a member of the national association you will only be registered as a 
supporter and £5 taken as a donation.  
This is the last edition of Stonechat your current subscription covers if you do not renew before the next 
issue in February all you will get is the cover and diary plus another reminder. 
 
CCW Grant 

We successfully applied for a grant from the 
Countryside Council for Wales to promote 
public awareness of dry stone walling.  This has 
enabled us to purchase laminating equipment, 
establish a photo library, reproduce pictures, 
buy new display boards and leaflet dispensers.  
The grant has also provided for a digital 
projector and will enable us to produce a 
bilingual training leaflet to help us publicise 
future courses.   

The new display spurred us on to have our sign-written boards renewed and to try a variety of banners 
which were unveiled at Cerrig, complete with spelling mistakes etc.  They did however look impressive 
and we will be looking to get them right for next year and extend their range!  Hopefully we’ll be 
renewing our tent next year, and applying for a grant for a new project to promote standards, with 
photographic materials, leaflets and booklets on both dry stone walling and clawdd construction. 
 
All this takes money.  Training courses proved a valuable source of income in 2009 especially as all the 
instructors – Gareth, Iolo, Geraint, Craig, Richard and Sean provided their services free of charge, a 
situation we cannot rely on forever.  We  need more ideas and sponsors so please put your thinking 
caps on.  Our guess the weight of the stone competition which was held with 2 different stones over 4 
events (2 each) during the summer proved poplar and raised around £50 not to be sneezed at.   The 
winners were Matt Stowe of Ggwernymynydd and Iolo Jones, Deiniolen. 
 
Hopefully the display will find a few homes in shop windows during the winter, and the projector will 
allow us to give talks to other groups/bodies.  Ideas on either front would be appreciated by Sean. the  
 
 

Training & Certification 
Our summer programme proved very 
popular with Taster days, weekend 
courses and even a special weekend 
course for Clwyd Young Farmers.  A 
total of 75 trainee days covering 49 
different trainees.  A couple have 
even joined the association. 
 
Next years programme is in the draft 
stage (see diary) as we are hoping to 
link up with Loggerheads/Clwydian 
Hills AONB.  In the North west we 
hope to introduce a new site or two, 
and find somewhere to run some 
clawdd Courses.   We have  
increased the charge for taster days 
to £20, and full courses are now £100 
for the weekend or £80 if you are self 
funding.  One taster fee is deductible 
from the full course fee.  All members 

qualify for a 10% discount.   
 
To enable those who attend 
paid training to hone their 
newly acquired skills we are 
running Practice days in 
association with all taster days 
next year and possibly some 
courses.  Practice days will be 
for full Branch members only.  
There will be a fully 
refundable charge of £20 to 
book on a practice day, we 
will normally have to arrange 
for additional training cover 
which we don’t want to have 
to do if next to  no-one then 
turns up, as has happened in 
the past 

 
We also managed to hold a training day at Hafod 
Wen for a number of members and others hoping 
to take craftsmen certificates.  4 new ends had to 
be created in a length of wall.  Thank goodness 
for Septembers fine weather.  6 Intermediates and 
1 Initial took tests, with 1 Initial and 4 Intermediate 
passes – including branch members Brian Evans 
and Ray Guthrie 

 

Clwyd YFC training weekend at Hafod Wen, Llanfihangel 
GM.          © Sean Adcock 

Taster day, Cae Gwyn, Ruthin.          © Craig 
Evans 



  
 
Branch Displays/Demonstrations 
Our display had 4 outings during the summer at the 
Snowdonia Society Competition/Capel Curig Carnifal 
and the Eryrys Tractor event before its overhaul 
following which in new revamped form it emerged at 
the Cerrig Show for our Competition and finally at our 
demonstration at the Nant Peris Carfnifal.  We hope 
to return to 3 of these next year, although Cerrig will 
be much missed as it clashes with the DSWA’s 
International Conference to be held in Cumbria, and 
our resources are too stretched to attend both.  
Hence our competition will be moving to the Nant 
Peris Carnifal for 1 year. 
 
COMPETITIONS: 
Congratulations to Branch member Iolo Jones who 
won the professional class at this year’s Snowdonia 
Society Competition held at the Capel Curig crnifal in 
July.  Special mention too goes  to Chairman Craig (Joint 3rd Professional) and Brian Evans (runner 
up Semi-professional).  Meanwhile secretary Sean enjoyed a successful August winning both the 
Yorkshire and Mid Lancashire professional titles 
 
Cerrig 2009 

The rain held off and 15 stalwarts 
pitted their skills at our (sometime) 
annual competition at the Cerrig 
Show.  Ed Park travelled down from 
Cumbria and walked away with the 
Amateur class, as well as the new 
perennial trophy for the best 
foundation.  Sean Adcock won the 
professional class for the umpteenth 
time and a new face Matt Stowe was 
successful in the Novice category.  
Branch Chairman Craig won the new 
perennial coping trophy and member 

Aidan Cooke  was presented with the Pyrs Roberts trophy as the best North Wales Amateur.  Thanks 
to former Chairman Don Eland and his wife Ann for sponsoring the new trophies and to very generous 
contributions from Mr & Mrs Freeman Attwood (Pennant Estate, Llangynog) and Justin Kellett of 
Anglesey Masonry Ltd, Moelfre  

 
PROFESSIONAL          AMATEUR   NOVICE 
1 Sean Adcock (Penisarwaun)*       1 Edward Park (Cumbria) 1. Matt Stowe (Gwernymynydd) 
2 Craig Evans (Clawdd Newydd)*    2 Aidan Cooke (Llangollen)             2. Iwan Roberts (Llandrillo) 
3 Barry Roberts (Bethesda)          3 Darren Parry (Bethesda)             3. John Parry (Brynteg, Mon) 
4 Brian Evans (Maerdy)* 
    * Branch member 
SPECIAL PRIZES 
Pyrs Roberts Trophy (Best North Wales Amateur) 

 
A.Cooke,  Don and Ann Eland Trophies to E Park (Best Foundations), C Evans (Best Coping) 
Judges were Iolo Jones (Deiniolen) Vic Hollings (Keighley) 
 
Special thanks to Brenda Anna and Arwel for  their stirling efforts behind the scenes on the stand 
especially with the refreshments – ours is definitely the best when it comes to tea and coffee.  Not 
forgetting Richard and Gareth too! 
 
Barbecue 
Perhaps the highlight of the summer was our training weekend and  barbcue, glorious weather for the 
Saturday and an idyllic location along side the River Ogwen.  Loads of food including Blaen y nant 
organic beef and our Chairman’s Sandy and Black Sausages (type of pig rather than colour).    11 
trainees over 2 days (reduced numbers on the Sunday due to the monsoon) and then around 30 
members, supporters and guests on the Saturday Evening. 

 

 
ecretarial Whinge 
We seem to have had a pleasing amount of press coverage.  Well I assume so, I get the odd phone 
call, and see stuff in the papers over here.  I send all sorts of stuff to the locals, only they’re not my 
locals.  Presumably some of them are your locals.   Please if you see anything send it to me, for our 
records and so I can see who’s interested in what.  Whole page the article is on is best.  I am of 
course assuming you lot can read? 
 
Secretarial Rant  
At last years AGM I agreed to be secretary on condition that the Branch moved forward and I set a 
number of goals to be achieved.   During the year I frequently repeated the Mantra “Use it or loose it”.  
As Craig has noted we achieved the goals and more largely down to the hard work of the committee 
plus valuable assistance at events from one or two others.  I will stand again but next year we must 
increase membership and participation and still use it or lose it.  At times I almost reached meltdown 
with the workload, so one more year and if you don’t do more to help I WILL go.  I note elsewhere in 
this edition the thought that in North Wales “being able to communicate in Welsh and English is 
essential.”   Maybe a slightly unfortunate choice of words.  An advantage rather than essential, surely  
If you know of a bilingual candidate for Secretary wheel them forward and I’ll gladly resign.  As far as 
I’m concerned the willingness to undertake work and push the branch forward is far more important 
than ones linguistic aptitude.  The Branch rightly has a bilingual policy, we have Welsh speakers 
helping at events, we produce what we can in Welsh and English.  If we insisted on everything being 
bilingual little would happen or exist.  “Stonechat” certainly would not happen.  We need Welsh 
speakers but above all else we need enthusiasm commitment and a willingness to pull together and 
not go off on agendas of our own.  English Monoglots of the world unite, without us the Branch would 
be communicating with precious few people full stop. 

Left: Sean shows some of those attending the BBQ some of the walls that have been rebuilt at 
Blaen y Nant.  Right, everyone tucks in.      Both © Craig Evans 

Ed Park (left) and Sean Adcock 
(right) apply the finishing touches 
to their walls.  © Richard Jones 

Iolo Jones demonstrating the craft at 
Nant Peris Carnifal  © Sean Adcock 
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Actual times and venues will be confirmed in the Winter Stonechat due out in February. 
We have expanded our training programme, and hope the “North east” events will tie in with 
Loggerheads and the Clwyd AONB.  We are also introducing Clawdd courses, participants 
for these must have attended a dry stone walling taster day or course. 
Taster days will be £20/head.  Weekend Courses @ £80/£100 self financing/funded.  Taster 
Day fees are refundable for those subsequently booking on a full course. 
Practice Meets  will be held for Branch Members in conjunction with all taster days and the 
BBQ, and possibly some training courses.  There will be a £20 booking fee which will be 
fully refunded on attendance.   
September sees the first International Dry Stone Walling Conference  to be held in the 
UK, details are yet to be confirmed.  It is likely to have a theme along the lines of local 
tradition/vernacular walling we will be organising Satellite events before and after the event.  
As the event clashes with the Cerrig Show our competition will be taking a 1 year sabattical 
in order to visit the Nant Peris Carnifal where we had a successful demonstration this year.
   
March 
10   Branch Meeting.  Bryn Tyrch,  Capel Curig.     
13  North West Taster Day 
20  North East Taster Day 
27-28 Clawdd Course, North West 
April 
10  North East Taster Day 
17  North West Taster Day 
24-25 North East Training Course 
May 
15  North East Taster Day 
22  North West Taster Day 
June 
5-6  North East Training Course 
19-20 BBQ, Blaen y Nant, Nant Ffrancon 
19-20   Training Course,  Blaen y Nant, Nant Ffrancon 
July 
3  North East Taster Day 
7  Branch Meeting.  Saracens Head, Cerrig y Drudion 
17  Snowdonia Society Competition 
24  North West Taster Day 
25  Display, Eryrys tractor Event 
August 
1  Demonstration, Llanrhaedr 
7  South Wales Competition, Vaynor Show 
14  North West Taster Day 
21-22 North East Training Course 
30  Half Day Guided tour, Dorothea Quarry stonework. 
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September 
4-6  International Conference, Ambleside, Cumbria 
7-8  Clawdd Course, North West 
8  Evening event/talk 
11  Full day Guided Tour Quarry structures, Porthmadog area 
18  North Wales Open Dry Stone Walling Competition, Nant Peris Carnifal 
25-26 North West Training Course 
October 
2-3  Certification Training/Orientation 
9-10 Clawdd Course 
16  DSWA Craftsman Certification day 
November 
3  AGM Foelas Arms, Pentrefoelas     
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The AGM will elect new officers so for now it’s just me 

 
Sean Adcock (Editor) Tel:  01286 871275 

2 Bryn Eithin, Waen, Penisarwaen, Caernarfon, Gwynedd, LL55 3PW 
sean@stonewaller.freeserve.co.uk 
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The North Wales Branch would like to thank the following for their support in the 
last 12 months:  

Countryside Council For Wales  

Mr&Mrs Freeman Attwood (Pennant Estate, Llangynog);  

 Justin Kellett (Anglesey Masonry Ltd, Moelfre);  

Morgans of Ruthin; Arwel Huws; Don & Ann Eland;   

 
 


